
 

 

July 24, 2015 

 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

November 2016 will be here before we know it.  

 

In our respective roles, we are all involved in the continuing talks about a 

potential 2016 transportation sales tax measure. As we consider what that 

measure might look like, I thought it would be helpful for you to have a 

copy of the enclosed report which analyzes the sources and uses of recent 

transportation sales tax measures in Santa Clara County.  

 

As you can see from the attached chart, almost 80% of the revenues from 

the past two transportation tax measures (2000 and 2008) have gone to fund 

the “BART to San Jose” effort. We all must keep an open mind, but also 

certainly keep in mind the need for real congestion relief in the North 

County and West Valley. I hope you find the enclosed helpful. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
S. Joseph Simitian 

County Supervisor, Fifth District 

 

Enclosures 
 

Attachment 3

mailto:supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org










































SANTA CLARA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX BALLOT MEASURES:  

BY SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 

 

 % of 

Countywide 

Aye Vote 

% of Project Funds Allocated % of Annual 

Countywide Sales 

Tax1 
    

DISTRICT 1 (West Valley / South County / San Jose) 

1984 Measure A 20.6% 38.1% 15.01% 

1996 Measure B 22.0% 18.4 15.01% 

2000 Measure A 21.8% 4.5%   (20.4% of non-BART expenditures) 15.01% 

2008 Measure B 21.6% 0.0%2 15.01% 

D1 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Including BART 12.6% 

D1 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Excluding BART 25.7% 
    

DISTRICT 2 (San Jose) 

1984 Measure A 16.3% 3.1% 18.42% 

1996 Measure B 12.7% 13.6% 18.42% 

2000 Measure A 13.2% 45.8%  (30.1% of non-BART expenditures) 18.42% 

2008 Measure B 14.6% 40.0%2 18.42% 

D2 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Including BART 32.3% 

D2 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Excluding BART 14.4% 
    

DISTRICT 3 (San Jose / Milpitas / Sunnyvale) 

1984 Measure A 16.9% 22.8% 21.75% 

1996 Measure B 18.8% 35.2% 21.75% 

2000 Measure A 19.9% 38.9%  (15.6% of non-BART expenditures) 21.75% 

2008 Measure B 18.6% 58.0%2 21.75% 

D3 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Including BART 36.4% 

D3 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Excluding BART 25.6% 
    

DISTRICT 4 (San Jose / Campbell / Santa Clara) 

1984 Measure A 19.9% 13.4% 28.46% 

1996 Measure B 20.6% 21.5% 28.46% 

2000 Measure A 20.0% 5.5%   (16.4% of non-BART expenditures) 28.46% 

2008 Measure B 21.0% 2.0%2 28.46% 

D4 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Including BART 9.1% 

D4 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Excluding BART 16.9% 
    

DISTRICT 5 (North County / West Valley) 

1984 Measure A 26.2% 22.7% 16.35% 

1996 Measure B 25.8% 11.3% 16.35% 

2000 Measure A 24.9% 5.3%   (17.4% of non-BART expenditures) 16.35% 

2008 Measure B 24.2% 0.0%2 16.35% 

D5 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Including BART 9.1% 

D5 % of Total Allocations (All Measures) Excluding BART 16.9% 
 

Prepared by Kris Zanardi, Policy Aide, Santa Clara County Supervisor S. Joseph Simitian; July 15, 2015. 

Source of Data: SCC Roads and Airports Department Transportation Tax Information Memorandum to Board of 

Supervisors; March 31, 2015. 
 

1 From 2005-2014: (a) D1 generated an average of 15.01% of the annual sales tax collected in the County, with a “high” of 

16.01% 2005 and a “low” of 14.35% in 2012; (b) D2 generated an average of 18.42% of the annual sales tax collected in the 

County, with a “high” of 18.65% generated in 2008 and a “low” of 17.90% in 2012; (c) D3 generated an average of 21.75% of 

the sales tax generated annually in the County, with a “high” of 22.37% generated in 2010 and a “low” of 21.20% generated 

in 2008; (d) D4 generated an average of 28.46% of the annual sales tax collected in the County, with a “high” of 29.92% 

generated in 2005 and a “low” of 27.09% generated in 2010; and (e) D5 generated an average of 16.35% of the annual sales 

tax collected in the County, with a “high” of 17.87% in 2012 and a “low” of 14.15% generated in 2005. 
2 2008 Measure B 1/8 cent tax for future operation and maintenance of BART; collection began July 1, 2012. Estimated 

$320.8m collected through March 31, 2015. Amount apportioned by SD based on mileage of BART track within the county 

at final build-out (i.e., all the way to Santa Clara). 

 



SANTA CLARA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX  

BALLOT MEASURES: SUMMARY DATA 

 

 

For the last two ballot measures, 79.6% of the revenues collected have been 

allocated for BART to San Jose: 

 

Measure BART Other Total 

2008 Measure B $320,800,000  $320,800,0001 

2000 Measure A $3,332,000,000 $938,000,000 $4,270,000,000 

Total $3,652,800,000 $938,000,000 $4,590,800,000 
1Estimate of amount collected between July 1, 2012, and March 31, 2015. 

 

 

For the last three ballot measures, 61.5% of the revenues collected have been 

allocated for BART to San Jose: 

 

Measure BART Other Total 

2008 Measure B $320,800,000  $320,800,0001 

2000 Measure A $3,332,000,000 $938,000,000 $4,270,000,000 

1996 Measure B  $1,347,000,000 $1,347,000,000 

Total $3,652,800,000 $2,285,000,000 $5,937,800,000 
1Estimate of amount collected between July 1, 2012, and March 31, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Kris Zanardi, Policy Aide, Santa Clara County Supervisor S. Joseph Simitian; July 15, 2015. 

Source of Data: SCC Roads and Airports Department Transportation Tax Information Memorandum to 

Board of Supervisors; March 31, 2015. 
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