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Parks and Recreation Commission	
City of Mountain View

RE: San Antonio Mini Park

Dear Commission Members:

Prometheus Real Estate Group understands the importance of providing open space and parks to our residents, neighbors, and the community at large, and we appreciate the opportunity to speak with you today. Our three most recent projects in Mountain View have included the dedication of more than 1.6 acres of land, in addition to, more than $45M of in-lieu fees to purchase and design future Mountain View parks. We are committed to the city’s parks, and we’re happy to be a part of the discussion for this park adjacent to our newest development, The Dean Apartments.

Prometheus appreciates the diligence of the landscape architect, the Mountain View Parks, and Public Works teams that have designed and worked on the park project to date. Our team has participated in the public design process, and we appreciate the way the staff has conducted these meetings. We are here to offer a few suggestions  based on our history of developing successful properties in Mountain View for more than four decades. In addition, over the past ten years, we have developed parks in partnership with San Francisco Recreation & Parks Department and the City of Santa Clara Parks Department. This includes donating our time and the costs of development to improve some of San Francisco’s most prominent playgrounds: Helen Diller Playground at Mission-Dolores Park, Presidio Wall Playground, and we recently finished the new park Helen Diller Playground at Civic Center Plaza, which has been the recipient of more than five design awards. In addition to our work in San Francisco we also completed Santa Clara Central Park Annex as part of our Hearth Apartment development project. In this instance we not only donated the land, but also designed and constructed the park prior to turning it over to Santa Clara Parks and Recreation.

We encourage you to review our experience at the SF Parks website and research the Santa Clara Central Park Annex here:
· https://www.svvoice.com/santa-clara-celebrates-central-park-annex-with-red-ribbon-cutting-and-cupcakes/ 
· https://sfrecpark.org/645/Helen-Diller-Playgrounds-at-Civic-Center 
· https://sfrecpark.org/648/Mission-Dolores---Helen-Diller-Playgroun 
· https://www.presidio.gov/places/presidio-wall-playground 

We mention this experience to underscore that we understand how difficult this public process can be to complete. It is important to satisfy the interested public and to create an inspiring and enjoyable experience. With that being said, we hope that you’ll consider the comments below as a neighbor and a stakeholder in the community. 

PARK DESIGN CONCERNS

The public input and the staff report provides Concept C as the current design for the park. In our view there are some minor adjustments to Concept C that could improve the final design.
· Children’s playground is located adjacent to apartment’s drive isle. The children’s playground in Concept C is immediately adjacent to the Apartments’ drive isle, which will serve several hundred cars per day with limited sightlines as they head in and out of the garage. 
· Children’s playground is an immediate adjacency to the apartments. A children’s playground should have a certain level of privacy; and similarly, a residential housing complex with private open space should have the same. 
· Gathering areas are adjacent to private property and are better suited closer to the street for visibility. Public visibility is always the first deterrent and creating gathering areas away from the street frontage offers cover for nefarious activities. Unfortunately, the Dean has already experienced a significant problem with theft and related break-ins, and we would not want to create an environment which exacerbates this problem. Additionally, the way the picnic areas are designed places them immediately adjacent to first floor apartments.
· No sound barriers between loudest uses and the residential adjacencies. The existing distance from the park parcel to apartments homes is as close as 20 feet in some instances. Incorporate an organic barrier to buffer the park in general from the housing development. In our experience, this can be accomplished with a mound, trees, or greater setbacks.

SUGGESTED DESIGN CHANGES

We think there are many compelling reasons to make these small adjustments to the design, and ultimately create a better experience for the public and the adjacent properties. In addition to the comments below, you can refer to our attached exhibit “Option 1” which graphics demonstrate the following elements.
· Add buffer of a mound and trees to the park design. Add trees to create privacy between the apartments and the park and add a mound adjacent to the drive isle to deter activity near the drive isle. 
· Relocate the children’s playground adjacent to the Fayette sidewalk. Instead of making the feature an immediate adjacency to the apartments and to the drive isle, relocate this element in the middle of the park site. With a direct connection to the sidewalk at Fayette Street, this would also emphasize public nature of the play area and the park in totality.
· Relocate the picnic area closer to the public realm. The gathering areas in Concept C are tucked to the furthest point possible away from the street and natural visibility. Our suggestion would be to relocate this feature closer to Fayette Street and the center of the park. 
· Establish a connection across the street to Fayette Park, and consider expanding the San Antonio Mini Park to include the adjacent and unkept SFPUC parcel. This park is an amazing opportunity for Mountain View to broaden its partnership with SFPUC and develop their adjacent parking lot in the manner that MV is also developing the SFPUC parcel across Fayette Street as Fayette Park. Even if this parcel is not incorporated, Concept C still does not offer any sort of connection from Miller through to Fayette, which severely limits the usability of The Dean’s public easement required by the City. 

We hope that you will consider some of these suggestions as they keep with the broader scope and program of Concept C but modify the adjacencies of the program elements. We greatly appreciate the ability to participate in this public process. 

Sincerely,
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Tim Nash
VP of Architecture + Brand Experience
Prometheus Real Estate Group

CC: 	Adam McMichael, Sr. Development Manager, Prometheus Real Estate Group
	John Millham, President, Prometheus Real Estate Group
1900 S. Norfolk St., Suite 150 – San Mateo, CA 94403 	| 650.931.3400
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