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From: James Kuszmaul
To: City Council
Subject: Item 7.2 1265 Montecito Avenue Affordable Housing Development and Funding Appropriation
Date: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 6:57:08 AM
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To Mayor Ramirez and City Council:

Mountain View YIMBY continues to express enthusiastic support for the proposed project at 
1265 Montecito Avenue.

This project will provide 85 homes that will be definitionally affordable to households that 
cannot afford market-rate housing, and will be located across the street from multiple 
amenities (including a Safeway) and is approximately a half mile from our downtown transit 
center.

Our only feedback would be to take the existence of this project as reason to adjust some 
of the city’s zoning guidelines going forwards; in particular:

1. 
We should allow more housing of this form to be built throughout our residential 
neighborhoods, so that affordable housing developments are not pushed to be 
adjacent to busy, noisy, and polluted traffic corridors.

2. 
We should reduce our parking mandates to allow greater flexibility for housing 
developments—this development is building 44 parking spots with a 43 spot 
requirement; if this development is pushing so close to our mandated parking 
requirement, that implies that our requirements are unnecessarily high.

Thank you for considering our input.

James Kuszmaul
On behalf of the members of MV YIMBY
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From: Zoe Siegel
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Subject: Support for Montecito Family Apartments
Date: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 9:25:27 AM
Attachments: Montecito Family GA Endorsement Letter.pdf

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL - Ensure you trust this email before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Mayor Ramirez, Vice Mayor Hicks and Mountain View City Council, 

In advance of tonights meeting, attached please find our letter in support of the Montecito
Family Apartments. With its climate SMART design, we believe that this project will play an
integral role in achieving the vibrant community all Mountain View residents deserve. We
hope our approval will help expedite the process to turn this vision into reality.

Regards,

Zoe

--
Zoe Siegel (she/her/hers)
Director of Climate Resilience | Greenbelt Alliance 
(510) 367-4464 | Let's connect on LinkedIn | @thezoesiegel
Schedule a meeting with me through Calendly

This holiday season, become a Greenbelt Alliance monthly donor and get Bay Area Flora & Fauna: A Guide
to Native Plants & Animals Around the Region, the perfect pocket book to explore the region.

The Resilience Playbook is your go-to guide for accelerating equitable adaptation to the climate crisis in the
Bay Area. Check it out today!
 greenbelt.org | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
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December 6, 2022


Mountain View City Council


RE: Endorsement of Montecito Family Apartments


Dear Mayor Ramirez, Vice Mayor Hicks and Mountain View City Council,


For over 60 years, Greenbelt Alliance has helped create cities and neighborhoods that
make the Bay Area a better place to live—healthy places where people can walk and
bike; communities with parks, shops, transportation options; homes that are affordable and resilient to the
impacts of climate change. Greenbelt Alliance’s Climate SMART—Sustainable, Mixed, Affordable, Resilient,
Transit-Oriented—Development Endorsement Program provides support for projects that advance the
right kind of development in the right places.


After careful review, Greenbelt Alliance is pleased to endorse the Montecito Family Apartments.


Currently a 12,000 sq. ft. office building, this project would transform the site into 85 much needed, 100
percent affordable, homes for families in the Mountain View area. This project seeks to address the city's
minimal supply of larger units for low-income families and has dedicated half of the proposed unit count to
2 and 3 bedroom homes. In addition to boasting affordability, the Montecito Family Apartments would
help the City make large strides towards meeting their Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) goals.


The developers have also made sustainability a major focus for their on-site features to ensure long term
resiliency of the project. Not only will the project be LEED Gold and Green Point rated, but be all-electric
with EV charging stations, stormwater drainage retention, and drought-tolerant landscaping with native
plants. Through these efforts, this project will be a prime example of an environmentally conscious
development.


Additionally, the Montecito Family Apartments places a large emphasis on being transit-oriented. The
proposed development is immediately adjacent to multiple VTA bus routes (40 and 52) as well as nearby
services and amenities provided in the adjacent Bailey Park Shopping Center. Given the project’s adjacency
to transit, locally serving retail, bicycle, and pedestrian friendly design, this development would play an
important role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and contribute to the cities 2045 greenhouse
gas (GHG) reduction target of 75% below 2005 levels.


The Montecito Family Apartments' close proximity to existing infrastructure, affordability, and
commitment to sustainability align with the City of Mountain View’s goals and planning blueprints. With
its climate SMART design, we believe that this project will play an integral role in achieving the vibrant
community all Mountain View residents deserve. We hope our approval will help expedite the process to
turn this vision into reality.


Sincerely,
Jordan Grimes
Resilience Manager, Greenbelt Alliance







From: Isaac Stone
To: City Council
Subject: public comment on item 7.2: 1265 Montecito.
Date: Tuesday, December 6, 2022 9:27:02 AM

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL - Ensure you trust this email before clicking on any links or attachments.

This is a good project. The location is excellent, near to safeway and
walking distance to downtown and the transit center.

First: could consider asking for a public access easement along the west
driveway? The hope I have is that someday we will be able to have a
trail along the hetch hetchy right of way, and connections from all the
developments on the block. The parcel is located on a very large block,
around 5,000 foot perimeter. More pedestrian through access would
increase the walkability of this area.

Second, and less important, is access to the green spaces in the
project. It continues to baffle me why developers create gardens and
podium decks, but don't provide direct access by the units facing these
areas. I was able to find a place where the apartment patios have a door
which opens into the courtyard, but strangely most new developments do
not have, and people seeking affordable housing have less flexibility in
choice. I wonder if there is a way they city could encourage easy access
to the shared green spaces?

These are both minor things. Overall it is a good project and I am happy
to see more housing in these central locations.

Thanks,
Isaac Stone
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