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Mountain View Historical Association

November 3, 2024

History of the Visual Arts Committee 
and Public Art in Mountain View

Visual Arts Committee - Est. 1989  

● 1987 – Mountain View City 
Council established a Percent 
for Art policy

● 1989 – City Council established 
a “visual arts jury”

● 1990 – Visual arts jury was 
renamed to Visual Arts 
Committee
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Art Policies and Programs

Percent for Art

• Council Policy K-5 established 1987 and 
revised 2013 and 2022

• 2% for eligible CIP projects of $1M or 
more, not to exceed $400,000

• Applies to new parks, new buildings, 
major building renovations, new bridges, 
new or renovated public plazas, new 
trails or trail extensions, new bike / ped 
over/under-crossings

• Over 40 commissioned public art 
installations since 1987
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Art Selection Process

CIP Design

City develops 
CIP project and 
consults with 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Committee to 
define the 
parameters.

VAC Defines 
Call for Artists

VAC sets 
selection criteria 
(such as artist 
location or type 
of preferred art) 
and authorizes a 
Call for Artists.

Call for Artist

Call for Artists is 
released online 
(callforentry.org) 
and shared with 
City and VAC 
artist networks. 

Art Selection

VAC discusses the 
highest scoring 
proposals at their 
public meeting, 
and selects art to 
recommend to 
the City Council.

City Council will 
make the final 
approval.

Art Proposal 
Review

VAC reviews and 
scores public art 
proposals based 
on selection 
criteria. 

Scoring is done 
anonymously 
and tallied by 
staff.

Center for Performing Arts Exhibits

Exhibits over the years
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Art around Public Buildings

City Hall

Solar System V.G by Susan Pascal 
Beran, 1995

Boy and Girl Playing in the Calla Lily Field, Mountain View City Hall Plaza by 
JoeSam, 1992

Library

Toad’s Book Club by Albert Guibara, 1999 Berlin Wall, 2013

Art around Public Buildings
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Fire Station

Art around Public Buildings

Community Center

Woven City by Studio Tutto: Sofia Lacin & Hennessy Chistophel, 2018Standing By by Larry Shank, 2002, 
Mountain View Fire Station No 2, Grant Rd

Privately Sponsored Art

Shoreline Area

Cast Bronze Horse by Deborah Butterfield, 2001, Crittenden Ln Vision by William King, 1986, Charleston Rd
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Art in Parks and on Playgrounds

Hello Chicken by Wowhaus, Ene Osteraas-
Constable, 2020, Wyandotte Park    

Two Grazing Squirrels and a LIzard by 
Colin Selig, 2023, Fayette Park   

Orchards by Angelina Duckett, 2021, 
Mora Park   

Transistor & Diode, by Vickie Jo Sowell and Mary B. White, 2018, Village at San Antonio 

Art in the Street

Sidewalk Studio - Utility Boxes 2018 
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Upcoming

Mural Renderings by Fernanda Martinez

Mural Rendering by Harumo Sato

Functional art pieces by Masako Miko and Ene 
Osteraas-Constable

Bubbles by Liz HickokRestored mosaic fish

Public Art Strategy  

• 2017: Mountain View City Council directed the Visual Arts Committee to 
develop a strategy to encourage public art in private development.

• 2019: the City  retained the services of Barbara Goldstein & Associates to 
create an art strategy for public art in private development.  

• 2020: Work was paused in 2020 due to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

• 2022: Visual Arts Committee established an Ad Hoc Committee to continue 
efforts around a public art strategy. 

• 2024: City Council held a study session to discuss a public art strategy. 
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Summary

● Art in Mountain View, and the role of the Visual Arts 
Committee has evolved over the last 30+ years

● Public Art Installations over the years
○ Over 40 pieces of public art installed on public property
○ Over 60 pieces of public art on private property

● Public Art Strategy
○ Community outreach 

coming soon! 
Aura II by Alexander 
Liberm an in 1987

Sculpture Rendering by 
Looking Up Arts -Com ing 
Soon to Evelyn Park

Learn More, Contact Us

15

16


