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1.0 Assignment and Background

The author (WLCA} was requesied by Mr. Paul Ryan, property owner of the subject property at 858
Sierra Vista, Mountain View, Calfornia, to assess and prepare a written arborist report for sixteen
freas proposed to be removed for a residential development project

-

This report complies with City of Mountain View's planning division submittal requirements for
arborist reports.

Note that only two (2} of the sixizen trees are techmically protected by the muricipaiity as "heritage
trees” (American eims #1 and #2).

Only trees with one or More stem measuring 4 inches diameter o greater were included in tis inkial
- shudy

| have included a digital image of each tree below in this report, as well as a tree location map for
reference. Numbers on the tree map comespond to racetrack shapad aluminum numbered tags
afiixed to the mainstem of 2ach tres at 3 1o 6 fect above grade. Tags ase numbered 1" through "16~

2.0 Observations and Discussion

g} Potected Trees: Trees #1 and #2 ave the only heritage frees on the site These are
American elms (Uimus Americana). a species which has been dacimated for decades and is
praclically an extinct species in its straight, non-hybridized form. These two specimens are in
poor ovesall condition {40 out of 100% cverall condition ratings), and exhibit varicus structural
defects such as narrow mainstem forks with included bark, and heavy branch endweight that
in the case of these two tress is difficult to mifigate due 10 the lack of inner canopy live wood
or foliage. The lack of inner live woodfoliage is & result both of natural shadng and limb
growth, and of past heavy pruning to remove this inner wood.

The canopies of the lwo tees ase lopsided west toward the existing residence to be
demoiished.

In the long tenm, these iwo Wees are poorly suited 1o presenation due o the species
susceptiblity to Duich elm disease (DED}, and due to the structural issues noted above.
Their remaining safe and usetul lifespan (SULE) is estimated fo be 5 1o 10 years at best, less
# DED comes imte play (note that foliar condition was not assessed due 1o the trees’ being
et of leaf st the time of suvey. Ouerall ree condition may be worse than that stated here).

Almost all specimens of this species have now been removed in the pubkc domain due to
decline resulting from DED infection (e.g. Burlingame City Hall, etc.}.

b} Fruit trees: Trees 23, 4, §, 6, 7, &, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 are edble fnit wees {a g. avocado,
pear, apple. plum, persimmon, orange), ranging in oversl condition from poor to geod. BMost
of these trees are of relatively low value, though some ace of large stature. Noone of these
trees are large enough to be considered "heritage frees” in forms of single stem diameter.
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¢} Raywood ash: Trees #14 and 15 are Raywoeod ash: a cultivar of Fraxinus oxyecarpa that has

been declining for about a decade due to "Raywood ash decling”: a fungal disease consisting
mainly of Botryosphaeria stevensil (source: Tom Gordon, UC Davis researcher). Disback
consists of cankers on branches which eventually kills farge portions of the canopy which
then need to be pruned out, leaving a remnant tree of fittle or no value,

According to research, soil moisture avail'ability plays a major role in keeping Raywoad ash
healthy and free of cankers from this malady (Gordon).

The two specimens on this site are currently in fair overall condition, with vigor (foliar density,
twig extension, stc.) being estimated due to the trees being out of leaf on the date of my

survey.

dy Tree of Heaven: Tree #16 is an Aflanthus altissima: a species considered by many to be an

invasive pest plant that is categorically eradicated The trea may have been a volunteer
started by a fertils seed dropped by a bird in its feces whils sitting on the property boundary
fonce. These trees are very fast growing and wesk wooded. '

3.0 Heritage Tree Protection

All trees with & stem measuring 15.3 inches diameter at braast height are protected as heritage trees.

In addition, caks, redwoods, and cedars are protected at the 3.8 inch diameter threshold,

Per the above definition, American elms #1 and #2 are protected as heritage trees, and cannot be
removed without first obtaining a formal tree removal permit from the City of Mountain View.
Mitigation may or may not be required.

4.0 Consultant's Qualifications

u]

Contract Project Ahorist, SFPUC Bay Division Pipe Lines 3, 4, 5 (construction phase)
2010-present

PNW-SA Certified Tree Risk Assessor #593
ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist #401

Millbrae Comenunity Preservation Commission (Tree Board)
2001-2008

ASCA Arboricutture Consulting Academy graduate, class of 2000
ISA Certified Arborist #WC-3172

B A Environmantal Studies/Soll and Water Resources
UC Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, California 1290
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0 Peace Corps Soil and Water Conservation Extension Agent
Chiangmai Province, Thailand 19911983

O Associate Consulting Arborist
Bamie D. Coate and Associates
4/89-8/99

G Contract City Arborist to the City of Belmont
5/28-prasent

Continued education through attendance of arboriculture lectures and forums sponsored by The
American Society of Consulting Arborists, The International Society of Arboricutture (Western
Chapter), and various governmental and nen-governmental entities.

(My full curricutum vitze is available upon raguest)
5.0 Bay Area Vendors

Advanced Tres Care- Rob Weatherill
(Provides pruning, cabling, bracing, support Scheduling
prop engineering and instaliation, sudden Redwood City (650) 839-9539
wak death treatments, fertilization and other
services as a “full service" tree care firm)

Maguire Tree Care - Paul Maguire
{One of the only ISA-Ceriified Arborists who Half Moon Bay Cell 850-245-2620
actually performs hig own pruning).

Trees 360
Can provide an 1SA Certified Arborist to Saratoga (408) 866-1010
perform the actual pruning, upon request.

{The above sources have been known to provide high-quality arbariculture services in the past They are not guaranteed or endorsed
by the author.)

6.0 Assumptions and Limiting Conditions

Any fegal description pravided to the consultant’gppraiser is assumed to be correct Any titles and nwnership to any propefty are
assumed to be good and marketable. No rasponsibility is assumed for matters legal in charatter, Any and all proparty is appraised
and evaluated as through free and clean, under rasponsible ewnership and competant management,

It is assumed that any property is nat in vislation of any applicable cotes, ordinance, statutes, of other government regulations.

Cere has been taken to obtain all informatfon from reliable sources. All data has been verified insofar as possible; howaver, the
uonsultant/appraizer can naither guarantes not be responsible for the aceuracy of information provided by others.
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The consultant/appraiser shall net be requited to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report uniess subsequent
contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for such servises as described in the fes schedule and
cantract of engagement

Unless required by law otherwise, the possession of this report or & copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any
other purpose by any ather than the person to whom It is addressad, without the prior expressed written of verbal consant of the
consultant/appraiser.

Unless raquired by law otherwise, neither all nor any part of the contants of this repart, nor eapy thereof, shall be conveyed by
anyone, insluding the client, to the public trough advertising, public relations, news, sales, or other media, without the prior
expressad conciusions, identity of the consultant/appraiser, or ary reference to any professional society or institute or to any
inittated designation conferred upon the consultant/appralser as stated In his qualifications.

This reputt and any values expressed herein reprasent the opinion of the consultantappraiser, and the congultent'sfappraiser's fee
is in no way contingent upan tha teparting of a specified value, a stipulated result, the occurrence of & subseguent event, nar upan

any finding to be reportad.

Sketehas, drawings, and photographs in this report, being Intended for visual alds, are not necessarily to scale and should not ba
construed as enginesting or architectural reports of Surveys unless sxpressed otharwise. The reproduction af any information
genarated by engineers, architects, or other consultants on any sketches, drawings, or photographs is for the express purposea of
coordination and ease of refarence cnly. Incluslon of said information on any drawings or other documants doas not constitute a
representation by Waltet Levison to the sufficiency or accuracy of safd infarmation.

Unlesa expressed otharwise:

B, Information contained {n this report covers only those items thet were examinad and reflocts the conditions of those items
at the time of inspection; and
b. the inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible ftams without dissection, excavation, probing, or cosing. There

I no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies of the plants or preperty in question may
hot arise in the future.

Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates tha entire tepart.

Arborist Disclosure Statement

Arborists are trae specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experiance to exanmine trees, meommend maasures
1o enhance the beauty and heaith of trees, and atternpt to reduce the risk of living near trees. Clients may choose 1o accept of
disragard the recommandations of the arborist, of to seak additional advice.

Arborists cennot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural fallure of atree. Tree are living organisms. that fail in
ways we do not fully understand. Conditions sre often hidden within trees and below ground. Arborist cannot guarantes that a tree
will be heaithy or safe under all circumsiances, or for a specitied period of time. Likewisa, remedial treatments, like any medicine,
canhot be guarantead.

Treatinant, ptubing, and removal of ttaes may invalve sonsiderations beyond the Scope of the arborist's services such as propearty
boundaries, property ownarship, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and other issues. Atborists cannot take such congiderations
into mccount unless complete and accurate information is disciosed Lo the arbotist. An arborist should then be expected to
feasonably rely Upon the completeness and accutacy of the nformation provided.

Trees can be managed, but they cannat be controlled, To live near trees is to accapt some degree of risk. The only way to eliminate
all risk assoclated with trees is to eliminate the trees,

7.0 Certification

[ hareby certify that all tha statements of fact in this report are true, complete, and eoitect to the best of my knowiedge and belief,
and are made In goad faith.

Slgnature of Consultant M
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8.0 Digital Images

Apple #4 Plum #5

T of 10
Site Address: 858 Sierra Vista Vergion: 4/30/2012
Walter Levison @ All Rights Reserved

Registered Mamber, American Society of Consulting Arborists and Member of the Intemsational Society of Arboriculture

Voice/Fax (650) 897-0990 / Cell (415} 203-0990 / Email: diree @sbealobal. net




A
=

l’h Walter Levison AN

kT R
= e el o

CONSULTING ARBORIST B

PNW-ISA Cerlified Tree Risk Assessor #5903 ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist #401 __ISA Certifisd Arborist #WG-3172

Avocadq_ #7
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Persimmon #8 Apple #9
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Apricot #11 with bacterial blight
infection {P. syringag).

Pear #10 with fireblight bacterial
infection,

Plumn #12 Apricot #13 with P. syringae infection.
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Left to Right: Raywood ash specimens  Tree of Heaven {volunteer tree) #16.
#14 and #15
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