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Dear Mayor Ramirez, Vice Mayor Hicks, and Councilmembers Abe-Koga, Kamei, Lieber, Matichak,
and Showalter:

 

On behalf of Silicon Valley at Home, we write today to provide comments on the East Whisman
Precise Plan Development Impact Fee Nexus Study. SV@Home has been a strong supporter of the
City of Mountain View’s efforts to transform this primarily commercial and office park area into a
vibrant, walkable mixed-use neighborhood. We recognize that this transformation requires
investments in infrastructure (alongside parks and schools) and believe the Council should adopt a
fee structure that meets those needs without undermining one of the Plan’s key goals: new
residential development at a range of income levels.

 

We are concerned that the maximum infrastructure fees that could be applied under the Nexus
Study would have an adverse impact on the feasibility of residential construction. The staff report
specifically calls attention to this issue, noting that the City of Mountain already imposes high fees
on residential development at a base level. It is particularly striking that the maximum potential fees
place additional burdens on two and three-bedroom apartments. The City Council has frequently
stated an interest in ensuring that developers produce a diversity of housing sizes as part of their
proposals. Disproportionate fees on larger units could undermine these goals.

 

On the other hand, we strongly support the staff recommendation to exempt 100% affordable
housing developments from additional fees. However, we also know that landowners who are
seeking to meet their affordability requirements through land dedications or on-site inclusionary
could be forced to shrink their market-rate proposals if the fees are too high, which would directly
impact their affordability obligations and the total number of new affordable homes produced. In
this way, if market-rate residential development fees are too high, the City will have a harder time
meeting its affordability goals for the plan area.

 

SV@Home believes that cities can find a balance between the fees necessary to achieve
redevelopment goals without jeopardizing housing development. We urge the Council to carefully
consider how these fees would impact the financial feasibility of residential development in East
Whisman when setting this policy.

 

Sincerely,
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May 24th, 2022 


Mayor Ramirez and Mountain View City Council 


500 Castro St.  


Mountain View, CA 94041 
 


Dear Mayor Ramirez, Vice Mayor Hicks, and Councilmembers Abe-Koga, Kamei, Lieber, 
Matichak, and Showalter: 
 


RE: Item 6.1 - East Whisman Precise Plan Development Impact Fee Nexus Study and East 
Whisman Development Impact Fee 
 


On behalf of Silicon Valley at Home, we write today to provide comments on the East Whisman 
Precise Plan Development Impact Fee Nexus Study. SV@Home has been a strong supporter of 
the City of Mountain View’s efforts to transform this primarily commercial and office park area 
into a vibrant, walkable mixed-use neighborhood. We recognize that this transformation 
requires investments in infrastructure (alongside parks and schools) and believe the Council 
should adopt a fee structure that meets those needs without undermining one of the Plan’s key 
goals: new residential development at a range of income levels. 
 


We are concerned that the maximum infrastructure fees that could be applied under the Nexus 
Study would have an adverse impact on the feasibility of residential construction. The staff 
report specifically calls attention to this issue, noting that the City of Mountain already imposes 
high fees on residential development at a base level. It is particularly striking that the maximum 
potential fees place additional burdens on two and three-bedroom apartments. The City Council 
has frequently stated an interest in ensuring that developers produce a diversity of housing sizes 
as part of their proposals. Disproportionate fees on larger units could undermine these goals.  
 


On the other hand, we strongly support the staff recommendation to exempt 100% affordable 
housing developments from additional fees. However, we also know that landowners who are 
seeking to meet their affordability requirements through land dedications or on-site inclusionary 
could be forced to shrink their market-rate proposals if the fees are too high, which would 
directly impact their affordability obligations and the total number of new affordable homes 
produced. In this way, if market-rate residential development fees are too high, the City will 
have a harder time meeting its affordability goals for the plan area. 
 


SV@Home believes that cities can find a balance between the fees necessary to achieve 
redevelopment goals without jeopardizing housing development. We urge the Council to 
carefully consider how these fees would impact the financial feasibility of residential 
development in East Whisman when setting this policy. 
 


Sincerely, 


 
David K Meyer 


Director of Strategic Initiatives 
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