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Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning
c/o Aaron Grossman
817 Montgomery Street
Mountain View, CA 94041

GreenSpacesMV
c/o Bruce England
328 Whisman Station Drive 
Mountain View, CA 94043

April 25, 2023

City of Mountain View City Council
City Hall, 500 Castro Street
PO Box 7540
Mountain View, CA 94039-7540

Re: 3.1 Fiscal Years 2023-24 and 2024-25 Council Work Plan Development: Project Prioritization and 
Gatekeepers

Dear Mayor Hicks and City Council members:

Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning (MVCSP) and GreenSpacesMV would like to 
comment on this agenda item for your meeting tonight.
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Something we noticed in the study session memo is missed opportunity in some cases to group 
items that ought to be considered together. This is important to help prevent project siloing that can 
tend to happen if collaboration expectations aren’t established in advance. Project grouping is 
partially addressed in Attachments 1 and 5, but not as fully as we'd like to see. For example, for 
Related Plans and Initiatives:

A9. Develop a Citywide Decarbonization Plan
should list the Biodiversity Strategy and Urban Forest Plan, Parks and Recreation Strategic 
Plan, and Active Transportation Plan (ATP).

A16. Develop a City Active Transportation Plan
should list the Biodiversity Strategy and Urban Forest Plan.

A19. Develop a Biodiversity Strategy
should list the Active Transportation Plan (ATP). 
And also, please list PWD as supporting.

A20. Update the Community Tree Master Plan to create an Urban Forest Plan
should list the Active Transportation Plan (ATP). And also list PWD as supporting.
And also, please  list PWD as supporting.

Similarly, we would like to see the following considered together, as they share key components 
among them :

A16. Develop a City Active Transportation Plan

A17. Develop a Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan

A19. Develop a Biodiversity Strategy

A20. Update the Community Tree Master Plan to create an Urban Forest Plan

Then we would like to see 

B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance 
and

B27. Complete a Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment 
moved to Category A and grouped with the Biodiversity Strategy and Urban Forest Plan (which are 
noted as A19 and A20, but those really are part of the one plan) 

Also, B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance should list CSD and PWD as supporting in Attachments 1 



and 5.

In Attachment 4, we think there are Race, Equality, and Inclusion opportunities not identified for 

B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance
as lighting regulations in underserved areas should be considered at least as much as in 
other parts of town.

B25. Explore implementing a downtown office cap on new development 
(incorrectly identified as B24 there, incidentally)
as decreases in office space can provide opportunities for increased housing, which can, in 
turn, result in improved housing affordability.

C37. Conduct a holistic Citywide review of parking regulations
as parking policies for underserved areas need particular attention that can be different from 
those for other parts of town.

Also, for C37, we believe that should be moved to Category A to align with work on the Active 
Transportation Plan.

And, finally, for B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance, under Timeliness and Urgency, the biodiversity 
strategy work should include this, not consider it necessarily as a standalone project or solely as a 
standalone project. At the very least, there will be some overlap in effort.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment!

Sincerely,
Bruce England
for the Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning and GreenSpacesMV

cc:
Kimbra McCarthy, City Manager
Heather Glaser, City Clerk

About Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning
The Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning is a local volunteer-based organization 
dedicated to making Mountain View as beautiful, economically healthy, transit, bicycle, and 
pedestrian accessible, and affordable as possible. MVCSP member interest and expertise covers 
areas such as housing, transportation, the environment, the economy, and beyond!
For more information, see http://www.mvcsp.org.
To contact us, send email to mvcsp.info@gmail.com.

About GreenSpacesMV
GreenSpacesMV is a community group that has come together since the end of 2020, doing

http://www.mvcsp.org/


what we can to further develop a healthy community that thrives with parkland, urban tree
canopy, nature, and native biodiversity.
For more information, see http://www.greenspacesmv.org.
To contact us, send email to greenspacesmv.info@gmail.com.
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Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning

c/o Aaron Grossman

817 Montgomery Street

Mountain View, CA 94041

GreenSpacesMV

c/o Bruce England

328 Whisman Station Drive

Mountain View, CA 94043

April 25, 2023

City of Mountain View City Council

City Hall, 500 Castro Street

PO Box 7540

Mountain View, CA 94039-7540

Re: 3.1 Fiscal Years 2023-24 and 2024-25 Council Work Plan Development: Project Prioritization and Gatekeepers

Dear Mayor Hicks and City Council members:

Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning (MVCSP) and GreenSpacesMV would like to comment on this

agenda item for your meeting tonight.

Something we noticed in the study session memo is missed opportunity in some cases to group items that ought

to be considered together. This is important to help prevent project siloing that can tend to happen if collaboration

expectations aren’t established in advance. Project grouping is partially addressed in Attachments 1 and 5, but not

as fully as we'd like to see. For example, for Related Plans and Initiatives:

● A9. Develop a Citywide Decarbonization Plan

should list the Biodiversity Strategy and Urban Forest Plan, Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan, and Active

Transportation Plan (ATP).

● A16. Develop a City Active Transportation Plan

should list the Biodiversity Strategy and Urban Forest Plan.

● A19. Develop a Biodiversity Strategy

should list the Active Transportation Plan (ATP).

And also, please list PWD as supporting.



● A20. Update the Community Tree Master Plan to create an Urban Forest Plan

should list the Active Transportation Plan (ATP). And also list PWD as supporting.

And also, please list PWD as supporting.

Similarly, we would like to see the following considered together, as they share key components among them :

● A16. Develop a City Active Transportation Plan

● A17. Develop a Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan

● A19. Develop a Biodiversity Strategy

● A20. Update the Community Tree Master Plan to create an Urban Forest Plan

Then we would like to see

● B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance

and

● B27. Complete a Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment

moved to Category A and grouped with the Biodiversity Strategy and Urban Forest Plan (which are noted as A19

and A20, but those really are part of the one plan)

Also, B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance should list CSD and PWD as supporting in Attachments 1 and 5.

In Attachment 4, we think there are Race, Equality, and Inclusion opportunities not identified for

● B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance

as lighting regulations in underserved areas should be considered at least as much as in other parts of

town.

● B25. Explore implementing a downtown office cap on new development

(incorrectly identified as B24 there, incidentally)

as decreases in office space can provide opportunities for increased housing, which can, in turn, result in

improved housing affordability.

● C37. Conduct a holistic Citywide review of parking regulations

as parking policies for underserved areas need particular attention that can be different from those for

other parts of town.

Also, for C37, we believe that should be moved to Category A to align with work on the Active Transportation Plan.

And, finally, for B22. Develop a Dark Skies Ordinance, under Timeliness and Urgency, the biodiversity strategy work

should include this, not consider it necessarily as a standalone project or solely as a standalone project. At the very

least, there will be some overlap in effort.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment!

Sincerely,

Bruce England

for the Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning and GreenSpacesMV

cc:

Kimbra McCarthy, City Manager

Heather Glaser, City Clerk



About Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning

The Mountain View Coalition for Sustainable Planning is a local volunteer-based organization dedicated to making

Mountain View as beautiful, economically healthy, transit, bicycle, and pedestrian accessible, and affordable as

possible. MVCSP member interest and expertise covers areas such as housing, transportation, the environment,

the economy, and beyond!

For more information, see http://www.mvcsp.org.

To contact us, send email to mvcsp.info@gmail.com.

About GreenSpacesMV

GreenSpacesMV is a community group that has come together since the end of 2020, doing

what we can to further develop a healthy community that thrives with parkland, urban tree

canopy, nature, and native biodiversity.

For more information, see http://www.greenspacesmv.org.

To contact us, send email to greenspacesmv.info@gmail.com.
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