
1

From:
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2026 10:04 AM
To: City Council
Subject: Comment on Item 6.2: Code Amendment to Chapter 36 (Zoning)-Below Market Rate 

Housing Program (First Reading)

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL - Ensure you trust this email before clicking on any links or attachments. 

Mayor Ramos, Vice Mayor Clark, and Members of the City Council, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Item 6.2: Code Amendment to Chapter 36 (Zoning)-Below 
Market Rate Housing Program (First Reading) 

I’m glad to see this item move forward. In parƟcular, I applaud the addiƟon of “Amendment 2: Add 
Requirements for AlternaƟve Means of Compliance”. Even when the provision for alternaƟve means of BMR 
compliance was iniƟally proposed, I had concerns that it would be difficult to evaluate whether alternaƟve 
proposals actually were of greater than or equal value to what would be required with standard compliance. 

Furthermore, we have seen recent cases where developers have come to the council with last minute changes 
to their development proposals. Under such circumstances, the council can feel pressured to act without the 
benefit of a full staff analysis.  

Having addiƟonal specific requirements increases the confidence of the public, staff, and council that any 
alternaƟve proposal meets the intent of the BMR regulaƟons. Having requirements for affordable housing 
developers that partner with market-rate developers to fulfill their BMR requirements increases everyone’s 
confidence that the affordable housing will get built. Finally, adding specific requirements helps streamline the 
evaluaƟon process.  

Robert Cox  

Mountain View, CA 


