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From: Peter Drekmeier 
Sent: Monday, May 25, 2026 9:33 PM
To: City Council
Subject: Item 6.1 - Urban Water Management Plan
Attachments: YRA Letter to Mountain View.pdf

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL - Ensure you trust this email before clicking on any links or attachments. 

Dear Mayor Ramos and Council Members:  

The following statement in the Council Report for Item 6.1 is extremely misleading: 

"In preparation for this UWMP update, SFPUC and Valley Water evaluated supply availability and the ability to 
meet systemwide demand through 2050. Valley Water projects supply reductions of up to 9% during some 
multiple year droughts. SFPUC projects that implementation of the Bay-Delta Plan Amendment would result in 
systemwide water shortages during dry years. Cumulative impacts to Mountain View’s SFPUC supply are 
estimated to be up to 48% reduction (due to 43% system-wide cutbacks)." 

This makes it sound like the SFPUC might need to impose extreme rationing due to the Bay Delta Plan.  This is not the 
case.  The reason the rationing scenarios differ so much between Valley Water and the SFPUC is that Valley Water is 
planning for the drought of record, whereas the SFPUC is planning for a manufactured design drought that is 72% more 
severe than the drought of record and 19 times less likely to occur.  I explained this in my letter on May 20, which I’m 
attaching for convenience. 

If Valley Water planned for the design drought, they would need to impose rationing even greater than what the SFPUC is 
claiming.  If the SFPUC planned for the drought of record (like Valley Water), rationing would be zero (even with the Bay 
Delta Plan implemented). 

Urban Water Management Plans have an impact.  For example, in response to its 2020 UWMP, which cited the potential 
for 50% rationing (based on information provided by the SFPUC), Palo Alto invested in a One Water Plan focusing on 
developing alternative water supplies.  The Plan cost $557,000.  Last year, after spending hours learning the truth 
behind the SFPUC numbers, the Palo Alto Utilities Advisory Commission rejected the One Water Plan, and it is now 
gathering dust on a shelf.  Had the City began developing alternative water supplies, the financial hit would have been 
much worse. 

Having served on the Palo Alto City Council, I know that elected officials often find themselves wondering how on Earth 
their predecessors could have made decisions that led to big problems.  This is an opportunity to spare your successors 
a terrible mistake. 

I strongly encourage you to schedule a study session to get to the bottom of this issue before you adopt your UWMP.  I 
would welcome the opportunity to present. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

-Peter
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Please note my new email address. 
----------------------- 
Peter Drekmeier 
Policy Director 
Yosemite Rivers Alliance 
(Formerly Tuolumne River Trust) 
peter.drekmeier@yosemiterivers.org 


