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From: Serge Bonte 
Sent: Saturday, May 23, 2026 11:19 PM
To: City Council
Cc: James, Laurel; , City Clerk
Subject: re: 5/26/26 Meeting - Agenda Item 6.3 North Bayshore Area Plan Amendment

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL - Ensure you trust this email before clicking on any links or attachments. 

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members: 

An update to that plan was long due and it's important to at least reference the many plans affecting 
North Bayshore since the last update. On that topic, I feel like the soon to be adopted Parks and Rec 
Master Plan, Active Transportation Plan and Biodiversity Plans should be referenced as they all cover (or 
even have sections on Shoreline/North Bayshore. 

However, the update to the plan fails to address or even have a public discussion about the elephant in 
the room: when to end the special tax district and how to draw down its vast expected surpluses. 

The amendment keeps referring to the FINAL phase of the plan with an estimate of at least 30 years. The 
board report restates the only dollar figures: 
" As stated in the proposed amendment to the plan, the most recent estimated costs of the 
improvements and services planned in the North Bayshore area over the next 30 years could exceed 
$3.69 billion. In the same time frame, the fully realized development of the North Bayshore area could 
generate nearly $6.89 billion in revenue.". 

The special tax district was created in 1969, clearly there should be a public discussion over when to end 
and this is the FINAL phase of the plan, a more precise cut off date. Also, the City should plan for at least 
an intermediary update/amendment to the plan in front of you -of note, the 2030 General Plan was 
adopted in 2012 i.e. a 18 years life span-. 
In terms of financing, the estimates provided lack any type of precision for budgets in the billions of 
dollars, At a minimum, there should be estimates for the various buckets identified in the plan. 
Finally, since the district is expected to produce a $3 billion surplus, there should be a public discussion 
on how to draw down that massive surplus. For instance, the plan mentions grants as a way to finance 
some of the projects. We all know that grants for housing or active transportation are getting more rare 
and challenging to obtain. Maybe North Bayshore should use its vast surplus and reserve the grants to 
projects outside of North Bayshore. Same for affordable housing (district could self fund, leaving 
precious housing funds/grants to the rest of the City). That would seem fair as the district was created to 
keep taxes solely for the Shoreline area. 

Instead of properly planning for phasing out the district at the end of the FINAL phase of the plan, I feel 
the City is kicking the can down a 30+ year long road. It almost feels like the City wants to have that 
district in perpetuity (which would certainly go against the motivation for creating the district in the first 
plan: redevelop a dump...to bring it on par with  the rest of the City and be just like any other Mountain 
View neighborhood). 
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Sincerely, 

Serge Bonte 


