
CITYCOUNCILPOLICY

SUBJECT: POSITIONS ONBALLOT MEASURES AND LEGISLATIVE NO.:  A-16
ADVOCACY

PURPOSE:  

Toestablish apolicy governing positions onballot measures andState andFederal
legislative advocacy.  

POLICY:  

1. Positions onBallot Measures

a. The CityCouncil isgenerally discouraged from taking aposition onlocalor
State measures/propositions unless themeasure/proposition:  

i. Would directly impact theCitys finances, responsibilities, legal
authority, oroperations; AND

ii. Themeasure/proposition hasbeen referred tostaff foranalysis by
majority voteoftheCityCouncil.  Theguiding principles listed in2.a.i
below shall beused toinform theCouncils consideration ofwhether to
referameasure/proposition tostaff foranalysis.  

2. State andFederal Legislative Advocacy

a. Actions ofsupport oropposition toState orFederal legislation canbetaken
bytheMayor orstaffwithout CityCouncil approval, asstaff resources
permit, iftheposition isconsistent with thefollowing guiding principles:  

i. The legislation:  

a) Would directly impact theCitys finances, responsibilities, legal
authority, oroperations, orasignificant portion oftheresidential or
business community ofMountain View thatcould, inturn, impact
Citygovernment finances, responsibilities, legal authority, or
operations; AND

b) Isintended toprotect orincrease local revenues; OR
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c) Isintended toprotect orincrease local control; OR

d) Isintended toprotect orincrease funding orotherwise benefit
specific programs orservices utilized inMountain View; OR

e) Isopposing anunfunded mandate; OR

f) Isconsistent with existing Citypolicy, past action, orcurrent City
Council major goals; AND

g) Hasbeen reviewed bytheCityManager orhis/herdesignee.  

b. FullCouncil action isrequired regarding legislation that isnotclearly within
theguiding principles above.  Anexception tothis rule isthefollowing:  ifa
significant item requires action before Council approval canbeobtained, and
theCityManager deems itappropriate toact, consultation with theMayor
andViceMayor willbeundertaken prior toaction.  

c. FullCouncil action isrequired iftheMayor orstaffs recommended position
isinconsistent with thatoftheLeague ofCalifornia Cities forState issues or
theNational League ofCities forFederal issues.  

d. Full Council action isrequired tosupport oroppose any typeofgrassroots
advocacy action, such associal, political, oreconomic movements, thatare
not legislation.  

3. Councilmembers representing theCityonregional orother bodies shall vote
consistent with theCitys adopted Legislative Platform.  
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4. Thispolicy isnot intended tolimit theprerogative ofindividual Councilmembers
from expressing their individual support fororopposition toany local measure,  
State proposition, State orFederal legislation, orgrassroots advocacy actions.   
However, indoing so, themember should clearly state theyarespeaking for
themselves, notonbehalf oftheCouncil ortheCity.  

Revised:  February 8, 2022, Resolution No. 18642
Revised:  February 26, 2013, Resolution No. 17762
Revised:  September 12, 2006
Effective Date:  July12, 1994, Resolution No. 15720
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