
CITYCOUNCILPOLICY

SUBJECT: DISPLAYOFFLAGSATCITYFACILITIES NO.:  K-11

PURPOSE:  

Tostandardizethemannerinwhichthenational, State, andotherflags (e.g., Cityflag,  
flagsfromothernations, etc.) aretobedisplayedatCityofMountainViewfacilities.  

POLICY:  

1. OutdoorDisplay

TheUnitedStates, State, andotherflagsmaybeflownfromseparatestaffsormay
beflownfromthesameflagstaffasfollows:  

a. Whentwoflagsaredisplayedfromseparatestaffs, onthesamelevel, theflag
oftheUnitedStatesshouldbeplacedinthehonorpositiontotherightofthe
otherflagsasobservedwhilestandingdirectlyinfrontofabuildingand
facingouttowardtheflags.  (Toanobserverfacingabuilding, theflagofthe
UnitedStatesshouldbetotheobserver’sleft.)  

b. Whentwoormoreflagsareflownfromthesamestaff, theflagoftheUnited
Statesshouldalwaysbeatthepeakofthestaff.  

c. Whenflagsoftwoormorenationsaredisplayed, theyshouldbeflownfrom
separatestaffsofthesameheight.  Ifonlytwoflagsaredisplayed, theflagof
theUnitedStates, asthehostflag, shouldbedisplayedinthepositionof
honor totherightoftheotherflag (refertoI-Aabove).  Ifthreeflagsare
displayed, twoofwhicharefromdifferentnations, theflagoftheUnited
Statesshouldbedisplayedtotheleftofanobserverfacingthebuilding (refer
toI-Aabove), theflagoftheothernationshouldbedisplayedinthecenter,  
andtheBearFlagoftheStateofCaliforniashouldbedisplayedtothe
viewer’srightastheyfacethebuilding.  Internationalusageprohibitsthe
displayoftheflagofonenationabovethatofanothernationintimeofpeace.  

d. Whenthreeormoreflagsofstates, localities, orpennantsofsocietiesare
groupedanddisplayedfromseparatestaffs, theflagoftheUnitedStates
shouldbeatthecenterandatthehighestpoint.  TheBearFlagoftheStateof
Californiaisaccordedthenextplaceofhonorontheviewer’sleftastheyface
thebuilding (refertoI-Aabove).  
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CITYCOUNCILPOLICY

SUBJECT: DISPLAYOFFLAGSATCITYFACILITIES NO.:  K-11

e. Flagsshouldbedisplayedbetween8:00a.m. and5:00p.m.  Illuminatedflags
maybedisplayed24hoursaday.  Flagsshouldnotbeflownininclement
weather.  

2. IndoorDisplay

a. CityCouncilChambers

TheflagoftheUnitedStatesshouldbedisplayedonastaffinthepositionof
honorontherightsideoftheCityCouncildais.  Anyotherflagshouldstand
ontheleftsideoftheCityCouncildais.  Allflagsshouldbeonthesameriser
asthedais.  

b. Auditoriums, MeetingHalls

1) Whenthenationalflagisdisplayedonastaffatfloorlevelinfrontofan
elevatedplatform, thenationalflagshouldoccupythepositionofhonor
totherightoftheaudienceastheyfacethespeaker, withanyotherflag
totheaudience’sleft.  

2) Whenthenationalflagisdisplayedonastaffonanelevatedplatform,  
thenationalflagshouldoccupythepositionofhonortotherightofthe
speakerasthespeakerfacestheaudience, withanyotherflaglocatedto
thespeaker’sleft.  

3) Whenthenationalflagisdisplayedonastaffatfloorlevelwhenthereis
noelevatedplatformandthespeakerandaudienceareonthesamefloor
level, thenationalflagshouldoccupythepositionofhonortotheright
ofthespeakerasthespeakerfacestheaudience, withanyotherflagto
thespeaker’sleft.  
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3. FlyingFlagsatHalfStaff

a. FederalorStateOccasions

Flagsshallbeflownathalf-staffonthedeathofFederalorStateofficialsorin
theeventof, ortocommemorateaneventof, nationwidesignificanceon
instructionsfromthePresidentoftheUnitedStatesorGovernorofCalifornia.  

b. MemorialDay

Flagsshallbeflownathalf-staffuntilnoononthisday, thenraisedtofull
stafffortheremainderofthedayatCityfacilitiesoperatingonMemorial
Day.  

c. LocalPrerogative

PresidentialProclamation3044allowsforthedisplayoftheflagathalf-staff
inaccordancewithrecognizedcustomsandpracticesnotinconsistentwith

law.”   

Accordingly, theCityManagermaydirecttheflagsatallCityfacilitiestobe
flownathalf-staffuponthedeathofaCityemployee, whetherkilledinthe
lineofdutyornot.   

TheMayormaydirecttheflagsatallCityfacilitiestobeflownathalf-staff
uponthedeathofaprominentMountainViewcitizen, acurrentorformer
MountainViewCityCouncilmember, oracurrentorformerMountainView
residentkilledinthelineofmilitaryduty.    

ThePoliceChiefortheFireChiefmaydirecttheflagsatallCityfirestations
andtheRobertK. SchatzPoliceandFireAdministrationBuildingtobeflown
athalf-staffuponthedeath, inthelineofduty, ofanypublicsafetymembers
intheStateofCaliforniaoruponanextraordinarylossoflifeofpublicsafety
membersnationwide.  

Flagsshouldbeflownathalf-staffuntiltheburialofthedeceased, butnotfor
morethanthreedays.  
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d. PlacingtheFlagsatHalf-Staff

Toplacetheflagsathalf-staff, theyshallfirstberaisedbrisklytothepeakof
thestaff, thenslowlyloweredtothemidpoint.  Beforeloweringtheflags, they
aretoberaisedtothepeakagainandthenloweredalltheway.  

4. CareofFlags

Flagsaretobedry-cleanedorreplacedwhentheyhavebeensoiled.  Flagsthatare
tornarenottobeflownbutaretobeburned.  

5. Responsibility

TheFacilitiesSectionstaffshallberesponsibleforbringingtheflagdisplaysatCity
facilitiesintocompliancewiththispolicy.  Onweekends andholidays, theFire
DepartmentdutyBattalionChiefshallberesponsibleforbringingtheflagdisplays
atCityfacilitiesintocompliancewiththispolicy.  

TheCityClerkand/orCityManager’sOfficeshallcoordinatetheproperdisplay
offlagswiththeFacilitiesSectionstaffforspecialceremonies.  

StafflocatedatCityfacilitiesequippedwithaflagstaff (orstaffs) shallcoordinate
theproperdisplayoftheflag(s) withtheFacilitiesSectionstaff.  

Revised:  September25, 2007, ResolutionNo. 17240
Revised:  February9, 1993, ResolutionNo. 15536
Revised:  February26, 1991, ResolutionNo. 15234
EffectiveDate:  August29, 1989, ResolutionNo. 14999
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