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Flag Etiquette
STANDARDS of RESPECT

The Flag Code, which formalizes and unifies the traditional ways in which we give
respect to the flag, also contains specific instructions on how the flag is not to be us
They are:

¢ The flag should never be dipped to eny person or thing, It is flown upside dor
only as a distross signal.

¢ The flag should not be used as a drapery, or for covering a spoeakers desk, dre
a platform, or for any decoration in general. Bunting of blue, white and red
stripes is available for these purposes. The blue stripe of the bunting should t
the top.

+ The flag should never be used for any advertising purpose. It should not be
embroidered, printed or otherwise impressed on such articles as cughions,
handkerchiefs, napkins, boxes, or anything intended to be discarded after
temporary use. Advertising signs should not be attached to the staff or halyar

» The flag should not be used as part of a costume or athletic uniform, except 1
a flag patch may be used on the uniform of military personnel, fireman,
policernan and members of patriotic organizations.

¢ The flag should never have placed on it, ot attached to it, any mark, insignia,
letter, word, number, figure, or drawing of any kind.

» The flag should never be used as a receptacie for receiving, holding, carrying
defivering anything,

When the flag is lowered, no part of it should touch the ground or any other object;
should be received by waiting hands and arms. To store the flag it should be folded
neatly and ceremoniously.

The flag should be cleaned and mended when necessary.

When a flag is so worn i is no longer fil to serve as a symbol of our country, it shot
be destroyed by burning in a dignified manner.

Note: Most American Legion Posts regularly conduct a dignified flag burning
ceremony, often on Flag Day, June 14th. Many Cub Scout Packs, Boy Scout Troop
and Gizl Scout Troops retize flags regularly as well. Contact your local American
Legior. Hall or Scout Troop to inquire about the availability of this service.
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Displaying the Flag Outdoors

When the flag is displayed from a staff projecting from a window, balcony, ot a
building, the union should be at the peak of the stafl unless the flag is at half staff.

When it is displayed from the same flagpole with another flag - of a state, compun:
society or Scout unit - the flag of the United States must always be at the top excep
that the church pennant may be flown above the flag during church services for Na
persornel when conducted by a Naval chaplain on a ship af sea.

When the flag is displayed over a street, it should be hung vertically, with the unior
the north or east. If the flag is suspended over a sidewalk, the flag’s union should be
Tarthest from the building.

When flown with flags of states, communities, or societies on separate flag poles w
aze of the same height and in a straight line, the flag of the United States is always
placed in the position of honor - to its own right.

. The other flags may be sma’ler but none may be larger.

..No othet flag cver should be placed above it

..The flag of the United States is always the first flag raised and the last to be lower

When flown with the national banner of other countries, each flag must be displaye
from a separate pole of the same height. Each flag should be the same size, They st
be raised and lowered simultaneously, The flag of one nation may not be displayed
above that of another nation,

Raising and Lowering the Flag

"The flag should be raised briskly and lowered slowly and ceremoniously. Ordinarily

should be displayed unly between sunrise ané sunzet. It should be illuminated if
displayed at night,

The flag of the United States of America Is sahuted as it is hoisted and lowered. The
salute is held until the flag Is unsnapped from the halyard or through the last note o
music, whichever is the longest.

Displaying the Flag Indoors

When on digplay, the flag is accorded the place of honor, always positioned to its o
tight. Place it to the right of the speaker or staging area or sanctuary, Other flags sh
be to the lett.

The flag of the United States of America should be al the center and at the highest )
of the group when a number of flags of states, localilies, or societies are grouped fo
display.

When one flag is used with the flag of the Uniled States of America and the staffs
crogsed, the flag of the Uniled States is placed on its own right with its staff in front
the other flag.

When displaying the flag against a wall, vertically or horizontally, the flag's union
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(stars) should be at the top, to the flag's own right, and to the observer's left.
Parading and Saluting the Flag

When cartied in a procession, the flag should be to the right of the marchers, Wher
other flags are carried, the flag of the United States may be centered in front of the
others ot carried to their right. When the flag passes in a procession, or when it is
hoisted or lowered, all should face the flag end salute.

The Salute
To salute, all persons come to attention, Those in uniform give the appropriate forn
satute, Citizens not in uniform salute by placing their right hand over the heart and
with head cover should remove it and hold it to left shoulder, hand over the heatt.
Members of organizations in formation salute upon command of the person in char

The Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem

The pledge of allegiance should be rendered by standing at attention, facing the fla
and saliting,

When the national anthem is played or sung, citizens should stand at attention and
salute at the first note and hold the salute through the last note. The salute is directt
the fiag, if displayed, otherwise to the music.

The Flag in Mourning

To place the flag at half staff, hoist it to the peak for an instant and lower it to a pos
half way between the top and bottom of the staff. The flag is to be raised again to 1l
peak for a moment before it is lowered. On Memotial Day the flagis displayed at h
staff until noon and at full staff from noon to sunset.

The flag is to be flown &t half staff in mourning for designated, principal govemme]
[eaders and upon presidential or gubernatorial order.

When used to cover a casket, the flag should be placed with the union at the head ¢
over the left shoulder. It should not be lowered into the grave.

‘This page is mainfained by Duane Straufert, Contnet Us.
Questions or comments welcome|
This Site Established on 20 Noverber 1994,
Last Updnted 10 Februery 2005,
Wel Design and Development by Visionary Enterprisos
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Chapter 600 - DISPLAY OF FLAGS
Sections:

Section 1 - Definitions
I-600-1.10 - City Hall Display Flag Poles

"City Hall Display Flag Poles" shall mean those three (3) flag poles situated at the northeast corner
of the intersection of Calaveras Boulevard and Milpitas Boulevard in front of City Hall. "Clty Hall Display
Flag Poles" shall also refer to those four (4) flag poles located to the rear of City Hall and adjacent to the
pand, those three (3) flag peles located between the Senior Center and the Community Center buildings,
and the three (3) flag poles located at the front entrance to the Senior Center.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

[-600-1.20 - Ceremonial Flag Poles

"Ceremonial Flag Poles" shall mean those two (2) City-owned flag poles situated at the City-owned
Higuera Adobe which the City has designated to be used by members of the community to conduct flag
raising ceremonies.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)
Section 2 - City Hall Display Flag Poles
1-600-2.10 - City Hall Display Flag Poles

City Hall Display Flag Poles shall at all times be used exclusively by the City of Milpitas as follows:

(1) Those three (3) flag pales located at the front of City Hall shall at all times be used exclusively
by the City for the purpose of the display of the flags of the United States of America, the State
of California, and the City of Milpitas in accordance with all applicable federal and state
regulations.

(2) Those four (4) flag poles located at the rear of City Hall adjacent to the pond shall be used to
display the flags of the United States of America, the State of California, the National POW/MIA
flag and the City of Milpitas in accordance with all applicable federal and state regulations at all
times except the flags of Sister Cities may be displayed at this location at limited times as set
farth in section 2.30 below.

(3) Those three (3} flag poles located between the Senior Center and the Community Center
buildings shall at all imes be used exclusively by the City for the purpose of the display of the
flags of the United States of America, the State of California, and the City of Milpitas in
accordance with all applicable federal and state regulations.

(4) Those three (3) flag poles located at the front entrance to the Senior Center shall at all times be
used exclusively by the City for the purpose of the display of the flags of the United States of
America, the State of California and the City of Milpitas in accordance with all applicable federal
and state regulations.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

1-600-2.20 - Display of Other Flags at City Hall

Page 1
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Except as allowed in Section 2.30, the ceremonial display of flags other than the flags of the United
States of America, State of California, National POW/MIA and City of Milpitas, on City Hall Display Flag
Poles or within the Civic Center Complex and City of Milpitas Community Center is not permitted.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

I-600-2.30 - Exception—Sister City Flags and City Council Approved Ground Level Ceremonies

(1) The flag of the country and that of a city officially recognized by the City Council as a Sister City may
be displayed in lieu of the MIA/POW flag and the flag of the State of California on two of the four flag
poles located at the rear of City Hall adjacent to the pond during the time of the Sister City
delegation's visit to the City of Milpitas.

(2) The City Council may, after a public hearing, direct City staff to permit the ground level display of a
flag of another nation in existence after 1954, only at the following specified locations at the Civic
Center complex or the City of Milpitas Community Center:

{1) City Hall Rotunda

{2) Area adjacent to pond at City Hall

{3) City of Milpitas Community Center

{4) City Council Chambers
Said flag display shall not be permitted on City Hall Display Flag Poles and shall only be permitted on a
flagstaff, flagstand or similar device which does not cause the flag height to exceed ten (10) feet.
(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

[-600-2.40 - City Approval

All ground level ceremonies must be approved by the City Council. Any party intending to conduct a
ground level ceremony at one of the designated locations shall submit an application to the Office of the
City Manager, on a form approved by the City Council, at least thirty (30) days prior to the requested

ceremony date. A public hearing will be held regarding each ground level ceremony application prior to its
approval or denial by the City Council.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

Section 3 - Ceremaonial Flag Poles

i-600-3.10 - Location

The City's Ceremonial Flag Poles consist of two (2) flag poles owned by the City of Milpitas and
located at the Higuera Adobe in the City of Milpitas.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

[-600-3.20 - Use

The City's Ceremonial Flag Poles shall remain unused at all times other than during City-approved
flag raising ceremonies. The Ceremonial Flag Poles shall be used only to conduct flag raising ceremonies
in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.

Page 2
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(Ord, No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

i-600-3.30 - Flag Raising Ceremony

Flag raising ceremonies shall be conducted in accordance with all applicable provisions of federal
and state laws, including provisions of the United States Code and California Government Code relating
to the proper display of flags. During an approved flag raising ceremony, one (1) pole shall at all times be
usad to raise and display the flag of the United States of America. The cther flag pole shall be used to
raise and display the flag of another nation In existence since 1954. The flag of the United States of

America displayed during a flag raising ceremony shall be equal to or larger in size and dimension than
the other flag.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)

1-600-3.40 - City Approval

Alt flag raising ceremonies must be approved by the City Council. Any party Intending to conduct a
flag raising ceremony at the City's designated Ceremonial Flag Poles shall submit. an application to the
Office of the City Manager, on a form approved by the City Council, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
requested ceremony date. A public hearing will be held regarding sach flag raising ceremony application
prior to its approval ar denial by the City Council.

(Ord, No, 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)
1-600-3.50 - Limitation on Use.
No individual or organization shall have more than one (1) flag raising ceremony per calendar vear.
(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12; Ord. 260 (part), 6/3/03)
Section 4 - Severability

|-600-4.10 - Severability

The provisions of this Ordinance are separable, and the invalidity of any phrase, clause, provision or
part shall not affect the validity of the remainder.

(Ord. No. 260.1, § 2, 1/17/12)

Page 3
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¢  10.13.010 - Signs, permits, scenic corridor exception,

No sign, billboard, poster, pennant, flag or display unit shall be erected, displayed, established or
maintained within five hundred (500) feet of any road, highway, street or public place within the boundaries of
the City except as otherwise provided herein,

A,

One non-illuminated sign may be erected on each street frontage for any lot or building which
serves solely to advertise the sale, lease or rental of or an offer to build to suit on the premises
where the sign is located, provided the sign does not exceed six (6) square feet in area in a
residential zone., This exemption is only available when all or part of the premises is actually
available for the transaction advertised.

Non-illuminated, off-site, portable signs directing customers to the location of an open house which

i8 for sale are permitted, unlimited in total number, but limited to ane double faced sign per corner

of an intersection or on a privately owned parcel. The signs shall not exceed an area of one (1)

square foot per face and shall not be more than four (4) feet high. Open house signs shall contain no

individual, or individual company advertising. Prior permission shall be obtained from the property :
owner if the sign is to be placed on a privately owned parcel. The signs shall be removed each day |
after the closing of the open house. Open house signs are an exception to the rule prohibiting off-

premises signs and signs on public property.

The owner, occupant or resident of any property may erect and maintain without obtaining any
permit one sign giving his name and address at his mailbox and one additional sign upon said
property, neither of which shall be more than three (3) square feet in area.

Within the scenic corridor defined by the State of California upon designation of the Saratoga-Los
Gatos Road, State sign Route 9, as an Official State Scenic Highway, only those signs allowed in
Subsections A, B3 and C or existing on-premise signs as provided for in Subsection E shall be
permitied. '

Any existing on-premise sign lawfully established on or before the effective date of this Chapter
may be maintained for a period of not to exceed three (3) months from the passage of this Chapter
during which period the owner shall either remove the sign or make application for and receive a
permit for the said sign under the provisions of this Chapter

10.13.030 —Flags exempt,

The flag of the United States of America and the flag of the State of California shall be exempt from the
provisions of this Chapter.
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CITY OF MORGAN HILL
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

SUBJECT: DISPLAYING FLAGS
EFFECTIVE DATE: JUNE 21, 2000, REVIEWED AUGUST 2007
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: CITY MANAGER

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to standardize the manner in which the national, state, and local flags
are to be displayed at sites under the jurisdiction of the City. This policy brings the display of flags
at City sites into conformance with USCA §§173-178, Patriotic Customs, and the California
Govermnment Code §§430-439, Display of Flags. It allows the flags to be lowered to half-staff on
Memorial Day and Police Officers Memorial Day, on the deaths of specified federal or state officials,
or upon order of the Mayor, Mayor Pro Tempore, City Coungil, cr the City Manager.

2, LOCATION

The Flag of the United States, the Flag of the Stats of California (the Bear Flag) and the Morgan Hill
Flag (if and when one is established) shall be displayed in the following places:
(a)  Inall rooms where any court or municipal commission holds any session.
(5430 CA Govt. Code)
(a)  Inthe City Council Chambers (§JCA Govt. Code)
(b}  In front of the buildings or on the grounds of each significant public building
belonging to the City of Morgan Hill. (§430 CA Govt. Code)

3. MANNER OF DISPLAY

a. The National, 8tate, and City Flags are to be of the same size. (§436 CA Govt. Code)

b. At all times, the National Flag shall be placed in the position of first honor (§436 CA
Govt. Code), at the center or highest point of the group, with the Bear Flag taking the
next place of honor, on the spectator’s left.

c. When displayed from a staff on a speaker’s platform in a public auditorium, the Flag
of the United Sates shall be placed on the speaker’s right as he or she faces the
audience with the Bear Flag and the City Flag on the speaker’s left.

d. Flags should only be flown outdoors from sunrise to sunset unless properly
illuminated.

€. Flags should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except when
all weather flags are displayed.

f: Flags should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.

g The Flag of the United States should be hoisted first and lowered last.
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4, FLAGS AT HALF-STAFF

a The term “half-staff’ means the position of the fiag when it is one-half the distance
between the top and bottom of the staff.
b. Fiags, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant and

then lowered to the half-staff position. The flags should be again raised to the peak
before being lowered for the day.

c. Flags chould be flown at half-staff on the following days and for the specified length

of time:

i) Memorial Day (half-staff until noon and full-staff from noon until sunset) and
Police Officers Memorial Day (May 15).

(i)  Thirty (30) days from the death of the President, ex-President, or President
elect of the United States.

(i)  Ten (10) days from the death of the Vice-President, the Chief Justice or
retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or the Speaker of the House of

Representatives.
(iv)  From the day of death to the day of interment for holders of the foliowing
offices:
1) an Associate of Justice of the Supreme Court,
2) a Secretary of an executive or milifary department,
3) a former Vice President,
4) the Governor of a State, territory, or possession.

(v)  On the day of death and the following day for 2 member of Congress.

(viy  According to Presidential instructions or orders for federal properties.

(vil) By order of the Govornor of the State of California for State property.

(viil) “When otherwise ordered by the City Manager upon the death ofa current City
employee, a currant or former City Councilmember, or a prominent Morgan
Hill citizen. '

(ix)  When an employee has died in the line of duty, flags at all City facilities will

be flown at half-staff from the date of death or the first working day after the

date of death-through the date of the funeral.

3 CARE OF FLAGS

Flags that have been tom are not to be flown. When a flag is in such a condition that it is no longer
a fitting emblem of display, it should be destroyed in a dignified way.

6. RESPONSIBILITY

The City Manager or his designee shall be responsible for bringing the flag displays at City facilities
into compliance with this policy. Responsibility for having flags raised, lowered, and replaced at
different facilities will remain with persons in charge of those facilities

Approved:

gy

Lé?/s'?-}/dln
7 7

J. Edwnﬁd Tewes
Interim City Manager

Date
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POLICY AND PROCEDURES 1-51/MGR
Effective: September 2007

FUNERAIL ATTENDANCE AND FLAG HALF-STAFFING POLICY

POLICY STATEMENT

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for City of Palo Alto staff attendance
at funerals or memorial services on City time; and for half-staffing (mourning colors) of
the federal, state and city flags.

PROCEDURE,

Funeral Attendance

When an active duty member of City staff or a neighboring jurisdiction dies, department
heads will have the authority to approve altendance at funerals or memorial services for
that employee on City time, provided the following apply:
1) No overtime or backfilling with overtime for employees attending the service
will be allowed.
2) In no case will staff attendance at such a [uneral or memorial service
compromise the safety of residents or businesses of the City.

For the Police and Fire Departments:

The Police Chief or Fire Chief may authorize the attendance of police or fire staff and
the use of City fire and police vehicles for attendance at funeral or memorial services
in California for public safety employees from other agencies who lose their lives in
the line of duty. In no case will staff attendance at such a funeral or memorial service
compromise the safety of residents or businesses of the City.

Any exceptions to this procedure must be approved by the City Manager.
Half-Staffiug the Flags (Mowrning Colors

The national flag, California state flag and City of Palo Alto flags are displayed in a state
of mourning as a mark of respect upon the death of major officials and former officials of
the United States government and State of California government, for any City employee
who loses her/his life in active City service, and in the event of, or to commemorate an
event of national significance. Presidential Proclamation 3044 allows for the display of
the flag at half-staff “in accordance with recognized customs and practices not
inconsistent with law.” Accordingly, the following guidelines shall be adhered to for
duration of half-staffing of flags:

1. Thirty days from the day of death of a President or former President of the United
States.

Page 1 of 2
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POLICY AND PROCEDURES 1-51/MGR
Effective: September 2007

2. Ten days from the day of death of a Vice-President of the United States, Chief
Justice, or retired Chief Justice of the United States or Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives. .

3. Seven days from the day of death of an Associate Justice of the United States
Supreme Court, a member of the President’s Cabinet, a former Vice-President of
the United States, or Secretaries of the Army, Navy or Air Force.

4. Three days from the day of death of Palo Alto’s United States Senator or
Representative, the Governor of the State of California, or any City of Palo Alto
employee killed in the line of duty.

5. One day, or the day of funeral or memorial service, for active City employees
when death did not occur in the line of duty, and for any current or former
member of the Palo Alto City Council.

6. Any exceptions to this policy, including commemoration of an event of
nationwide significance, may be approved by the City Manager,

The Assistant City Manager will inform Public Works/Facilities of the need to half-staff
the flags. Facilities will ensurc that flags are displayed according to the following
protocol: when the flags are flown from a flagstaff, they should be raised to the peak,
then lowered to half-staff. Upon retiring haif-staffed flags, they should be raised again to
the peak, then lowered ceremoniously. None of these flags should be half-staffed
separately from the others when flown from the same staff. When flown from separate
staffs, the national flag should always be raised first and lowered last. The California
state flag is next in precedence, then the City of Palo Alto flag.

For the Fire and Police Departments:

The Police Chief or Fire Chief may authorize half-staffing of flags at all City fire stations
for the loss of life in the line of duty of any public safety siaff member in the State of
California. The flags will remain at half staff from the date of death to the date of the

funeral or memorial service. Flags may also be placed at half staff at City fire stations
upon an extraordinary loss of life of public safety members nationwide.

Note: Questions regarding this policy should be referred to the City Manager’s Office.

Page 2 of 2
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Flag Rules and Regulations

How to Fold the Flag

I Fold the flag in half width-wise twice. Fold up a triangle, starting

at the striped end ... and repeat ... until only the end of the
union is exposed. Then fold down the square [nto a triangle
and tuck inside the folds. '
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- if your browser doesn't show animated gifs, click herg

~ 2004 ushistory.org

Also on this page: .

How to Display the Flag
"Flag Sizes

Other Questions

Flag Rules and Regulations

How to Display the Flag

PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION

1. When the flag Is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be
suspended vertically with the union to the north in an east and west street or
to the east in a north and south street.

2. The fiag of the United States of America, when it is displayed wiiﬁ another )
flag against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag's own
right fthat means the viewer's left -- ebmaster], and its staff should be in front

P:ovided by the City of Palo Alto 5-2—Attachmerit3

—rhesaftofteetherflag:=: "+

|  3.The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an
instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be again

‘%\T‘“ . raised to the peak befare it is lowered for the day. By "half-staff” is meant
' lowering the flag to one-half the distance between the top and bottom of the
% staff. Crepe streamers may be affixed to spear heads or flagstaffs in a

parade only by order of the President of the United States.

hitae Harane nahiatney r\rofhemvfﬂﬂveﬁﬂ.htm] . ‘ 7/1/2004
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’ 4. Wnen flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on
..ﬁ._{z the same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter should always be at
T"‘*a the peak. When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United

p‘ WY, States should be hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may be
placed above the flag of the United States or to the right of the flag of the United States.

j# 5. When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a

“EBIITT housé to a pole at the edge of the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out,
| EF union first, from the building. '
b

6. When the flag of the United States is displayed froma staff projecting
“horizontally or at an angle from the window sill, balcony, or fron of a building,
the union of the flag should be placed at the peak of the staff unless the flag is

at half-staff.

7. When the flag Is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the
union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be
lowered into the grave or allowed fo touch the ground.

8. When the flag Is displayed in a manner other than by being flown
from a staff, it should be displayed flat, whether indoors or out. When
displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should
be uppermost and to the flag's own right, that Is, fo the cbserver's left.
When displayed in a window it should be displayed in the same way, that Is with the union or
blue fleld to the left of the observer in the street. When festoons, rosettes or drapings are
desired, bunting of blue, white and red should be used, but never the flag.

-5 9, That the flag, when carried in a procession with another flag,
=== _ or flags, should be either on the marching right; that is, the flag's

-~own-right-or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the center .. __.

of that line.

+ 1+ 10.The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and af the

."i?yf fa} highest point of the group whatt a number of flags of States orlocafities ot
SRS, pennants of socleties are grouped and displayed from staffs.
¥ | _

11. When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be fiown
from separate staffs of the same helght. The flags should be of
approximately equal size. International usage forbids the display of the flag
of one nation above that of another nation in time of peace.

hne Harror nahictnry are/hatev/flacetia hitml © 772004
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12, When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium on or off &

)
@ r@‘\— podium, the flag of the United States of America should hold the position of
5\- ' superior prominencs, in advance of the audience, and in the position of

« honor at the clergyman's or speaker's right as he faces the audience. Any
other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker (to the right
of the audience). '

o 13. When the fiag is displayed on a car, the staff shall be fixed firmly to the
m chassis or clamped to the right fender.
—e i 14. When hung ih a window, place the blue union In the upper left, as
| viewed from the street.
B ] T i
B i :
- .
Flag Sizes

What size flag should hang on what size flagpole? The usual size of a flag used at home is
3%5'. On houses, a 15' or 20' flagpole should fly a 3'x5' fiag. A 25' flagpole should use a ENYGY

flag.

The following table shows the appropriate size for public display (not home-use) of the flag:

flagpole  flag fiagpole  flag

200 46 50° 8x12-10x15"
25" 5%8 8065 10'x1510%19"
3035 610" 70.80'  10'x19-12x18'
4045 Bx10-8x12" 90~100°  20'x38-30'%50

~==Flag Code Violations in the-News — e

Super Bowl 2004, Janet Jackson's "costuime malfunction-made-international-newsythat-sare——-
K half-time show featured the wearing of an American flag by performer Kid Rock. He later

removed the flag ponche and hurled It over his head. Section 8d. reads, "The flag should

never be used as wearing apparel." Click picture for enlargement. Photo credif: Reuters

|
i
.*J'.

i

In July 2003 this picture of President Bush was clrculated across the Internet noting its
violation of the Flag Code: "The flag should never have olaced upon it, nor on any part of it,
nor atiached to it any mark, inslgnia, letter, word, figure, design, plcturs, or drawing of any

batbans Hverenrar edrictaey arafhatev/flasetio htm) 7(1/2004
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 nature.” Click picture for enlargement. Photo credit: AP Photo/Charles Dharapak

Other Questions

+ My flag Is old and ready to be retired. What should | do?

Section 8k of the Flag Code (see below) states, “The flag, when it is in such condition that
it Is no longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way,

* preferably by buming.” We recommend that you contact your local VEW Chapter and ask
them for help properly disposing of your flag. And ba sure to consider providing & small
donation to them for their assistance. Or you car contact your local Elks Lodge (who
created the Idea of Flag Day, established officially by President Truman, himself a member
of the Elks) or the Ametlcan Legion, Some Boy Scout and Girl Scout troups also can
provide thls service.

Is it appropriata to fly a flag that has fewer than 50 stars?
s Yes. Thare is nothing wrong in flying a historic flag.

Is it okay to fly a flag that was used to drape a coffin?
The Flag Code makes no refersnce to this use, but consensus among experts Is that yes, 1t
would be an honor to display the flag to show patriotlsm.

My flag touched the ground. Do | need to destroy it?
No. You sheuld, of course, try to avoid having the flag touch the ground. But If it does, you
should cotract the situation immediately. If the flag has been dirtied, you should clean it by
hand with a mild soap solution and dry it well before returning it to use. ,

flag represe nt?

a1 The gold trim is found on ceremonial flags, to be used indoors

: 5 *-‘:.."-;' and for ceremonies only. They originally were used on military
x o | flags. The fringe has nc specific significance, butis considered

aslay,

la completely within the guidelines of proper flag etiquetie. There

L is nothing In the flag code Indicating that the fringe is for
R AR e federal government flags only. The Internet contains many
sites that claim that the fringe indicates martial law or that the Constitution does not apply

in that area. These.are sntirely unfounded {usually citing Exscutive Order 10634 and

s
o

g gy i e

Can my company decide to fly our flag at half-mast for a former em ployee?
Na. Only the president of the US or your state governor can order the flag lowered to half-

inven%lng—text*matisrnetApartfeffthe—o:ﬁerf}andfshouIibeﬂismissedasurhamfaééﬁﬁ}é””;_ ,

aataff— — S

Upon the death of a sitting or former President how long does the flag fly at half-mast? Fora
Vice-Presideni? ¢ : {
30 days for the death of a sitting or former President. 10 days for the death of a Vice
Prasidant. See section 7-m below for more infarmation.

How can ! show mourning if my flag i on a fixed pole or stafi and can't be half-masted?
The flag rules make no provisions for this. However, army regulations state, "A sireamer of
black crepe 7 fest long and 1 foot wide will be attached to the staff immediately below the

httne Hanarar nehietary aralhateu/fla oatin himl . 7-".1 f2004



P

Jiag Kules ana KEHEO™ - provided by the City of Palo Alto 85 AtEchmentd

. spearhead of the U.S, flag."

» 1am thinking of getting a flag tattoo. Is it okay?
There is nothing In the Flag Code about tattoos. The question is one of respect far the flag.
In this case one person's respect Is another's disrespect, and we advise against a flag
tattoo. Perhaps an American eagle would look geod?

¢ What Is the meaning of the folds in a flag-falding ceremony?
There is no reference to meaning of the folds in the Fiag Code. There Is, however, a

popular flag-folding ceremeny.

¢ |s Texas's the only state flag allowed to fly at the same height as the US flag? '
No, this is an urban legand. All state flags may fly atthe same height as the U.S. flag. The
U.8. flag must be on its right (the viewer's left), however. Texas's laws are consistent with
those of the other states, See Texas flag code.

« Does the ball ornament atop a flagpole contain a razor, lighter, and flare? ;
‘No. This Is just an urban legend. One explanation is that the myth started during the Cold
War and that the objects were to be used to destroy the flag In the event of a Soviet
invasion. Of course, the ball ornament predates the Cold War by many years.

e Is It okay fo have a flag t-shirt with words written on It?
Na, the flag should never be worn and no, the flag snould never have marks or words
wrltten upon It. Section 8d (see below): "The flag should never ba used as wearing
apparel." Section 8g: "The flag should never have placed upon it, nor en any part of it, nor
attached to it any mark, \nsignia, letter, word, figurs, design, picture, or drawing of any
naturs.” : b

+ Is it vkay to use flag napkins or flag paper plates?
No. Section 8i {see balow) reads: "It should not be ... printed or otherwise impressed on
* paper napking or boxes vr anything that is desligned for temporary usc and discard.”

o Is It okay for an advertisement tc use the flag?
No. Section 81 (ses below) reads,
"The flag should never be used for
advertising purposes in any manner
vhatsosever,"

US Airways logo

» Where does the flag fly 24 hours a day? . -
e e Untold.thousands of places. Section Ba: “when a patriofic effect ks desired, the flag may be

displayed-twenty-four-hours-a-day-f propery-iluminated. during the hours of darkness." Of .
course it flles 24 hours & day on the Moon. There is an elite group where, oy executlve

order, it is to fly 24 hours a day, Including the Betsy Ross House. See list immediately

following these questions.

s What does the Flag Code say about displaying the flag horizontally, as befére a football game?
] NI Saction 8¢, reads, “The flag should never be carried flat
i or horizontally, but always aloft and free.” However, it has
. become a familiar sight to have the flag carried
4 horizonally onto a field of play as a show of patriotism.

o Why is the flag somatim-es hackwards on the side of airplanes, buses, and other vehicles?
' The flag decals have the union (the blue area with the stars) on the side closer to the front

it Hanerar nahictary ara/hatev/flasetio html 7/1/2004
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of the plane. On the plane’s lsft, the decal shows the flag with the union at the left, as usual.
right side, the unlon is an the right. This is done so that the flag locks as If it is hlowing in the
the forward movement. You can see this on cars and trucks as well, Click to see pletures of
Air Force 1.

¢ What Is the proper way to wear a flag patch on one's shoulder sleeve?

Left Flag

To wear our country's flag properly, the field of stars should be worn closest to your heart. T
ta be wom on your LEFT sleeve, use a left fiag. For patches worm on your RIGHT slesve, us
"reversad field" flag. Since the law does not specifically address the pasitioning of the patch.
the discretion of the organization prescribing the wear, Some elect to use the "left" flag on I
many states and cities have ordinances pertalning to the use of the flag; you may wish fo ¢o
General of your state or the City Attorney’s office regarding this matter.] If you are planning 1
patch, it is recommended that you wear a "left" flag on your left sleeve. Military guldelines sg
support of jeint or multi-national operations, the "right” flag is worn on the right siesve, 1/4" t
seam or 1/8" helow any required unit patches. :

Source: Army Website FAQs

» Isn't the American flag stamp In viclation of the flag rules?
. This question has been asked by dozens of visitors to this page. The ans'
—W : ves. Section 8e, (see below) reads, "The flag should never be ... used ... |
as to permit it to be easily tom, sciled, or damaged in any way." Sectlon 8
should never have placed upon it, ner on any part of it, nor attached to It ¢
nature.” 81, reads, "[The flag] should not be printed or otherwise impresse
that is designad for temporary uss and discard.” - _

4t

CARPALLLRLE S

37¢ stamp

AAAR YRR

+ What is aflag? ' , ,
This question does not have an obvious answer. Our ecncluslon is that the flag is that which
the flag. The flag rules say, "The fiag should never be used for advertising purposes in any t
whatsoever.” This would Include the flag or any Image of it. The rule continues, *It should nc
on ..M which indicates that something created to lock like a flag is a flag. The rules alse stat
flag should aver be used..." which indicales that even a recognizable portion of the flag is to
- .. ..-flag. The pictures below.are all understoad to be flags, even with little or Inaccurate visual in

“— ~exlsting-inlight;-orwith-the-parts- of the flag in a differeni.arrangement.______

These examples are all recognized as being flags:
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Flag Rules and Regulations

By Executive Qrder, the flag flies 24 hours a day at the following iocatlons:

The Betsy Ress House, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The White House, Washington, D.C.
U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C.
“Washington-Menument, Washington, B-C-
wo Jima Memarial to U.S, Marines, Arlington, Virginia
Battleground in Lexington, MA (site of first shots in the Revolutionary War)
Winter encampment cabins, Valley Forgs, Pennsylvania

al o & & @ ." a

Fort Mckenry; Baltimore, Maryland (a flag flylng-over-Fort McHenry-aftera- —— ..
battle during the War of 1812 provided the inspiration for The Star-Spangled
Barnner
¢ The Star-Spangled Banner Flag House, Baltimore, Maryland (site where the
famed flag over Fort McHenry was sewn)
« Jenny Wade House In Gettysburg, Pennsylvania (Jenny Wade was the only
civillan killed at the battle of Gettysburg)
. e U.8.8. Arlzona Memorial, Pearl Harbor, Hawali
e All custom points and points of entry into the United States

hibinrH erane nehiotare aro/hateviflaceatia .htmi 71112004
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Title 4, Chapter 1: The Flag

Sac. 1. — Flag; stripes and siars on _

The flag of the United States shalt be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternaie red and
white; and the union of the flag shall be forty-elght stars [Note that sec. 2 which
follows provides for additional stars. Today the flag has fifly stars rapresenting the .
fifty states - Webmaster], white in a blue field

Sac. 2. — Same; additional stars ' ‘ )
On the admission of a new State Inta the Union one star shall be added to the union

of the flag; and such addition shall take effect on the fourth day of July then next
succeeding such admission ’

*Sac. 3. [This section relates only to the District of Columbia and is being
omitted here -Webmaster] -

Sec. 4, — Pledge of alleglance to the flag; manner of delivery

The Pledge of Allsglance to the Flag, "l pledge alleglance to the Flag of the United,
States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,
indivisible, with libsrty and justice for all.”, should be renderad by standing at
attentlon facing the flag with the right hand over the heart. When not in uniform men
should remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder,
the hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the
flag, and render the military salute . ‘

Sec. 5. — Display and use of flag by clvilians; codificatlon of rules and
cuystoms; definition e

The following codification of existing rules and customs pertaining to the display and
use of the flag of the United States of America be, and It is hereby, establishad for
the use of such civilians or civilian groups or crganizatlons as may not be required
to conform with regulations promulgated by one or more executive depariments of
the Government of the United States. The flag of the United States for the purpose
of this chapter shall be defined according to titie 4, United States Code, Chapter 1,
Saction 1 and Section 2 and Executlve Order 10834 lssued pursuant thereto.

Sec. 6. — Time and accaslons for display

a. ltis the universal custom fo display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on
buildings and on statlonary flagstaffs in the cpen. However, when a patriotic
effect is desired, the flag may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if

it = R
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|

__properly Hluminated during the hours of darkness.
b. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniousty.

_ ¢.__The flag should not be displayed on days whan the weather is inciement,
except when an all-weather flag Is displayed. ~ — " 7 "7 77

d. The flag should be displayed on all days, especiaily on

o New Year's Day, January 1

¢ Inauguration Day, January 20

o Martin Luthar King Jr.'s birthday, third Monday in January
o Lincoln's Birthday, February 12 '

httne Harrar nehiatory orefhetsv/flacetia html
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Washington's Birthday, third Monday in February

Easter Sunday (variable)

Mother's Day, sscond Sunday in May

Armed Forces Day, third Saturday In May

Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the last Monday in-May
Flag Day, June 14 ‘

lndependence Day, July 4

Labor Day, first Monday In September

Constitution Day, September 17

Columbus Day, second Monday in October -

Navy Day, October 27 '

Veterans Day, November 11

Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day, December 25

and such other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the
Unlted States

the birthdays of States (date of admission)

o and on State holldays.

Q Q.00 00 0O 00000V OO0

(o]

. The flag shauld be displayed daily on or near the main administration

tullding of every public institution,

LUy s v s

5.2 — Attachment 3

The flag should be displayed in or near svery polling place on election days.

The flag should be displayed during school days In or near every
schoolhouse. ‘

| Sec. 7.-— Position and manner of display

as provided in subsection (i) of this section.

a. The ﬂag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff, or

The flag should not be draped over the hoad, top, sides, or back of a vehicle
or of a railroad train or a boat. When the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the

staff shall be fixed firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender.

No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, If on the same level, to

the right of the flag-of the-United States of America, except.during.chureh—.—ff. . —— - — . -
services conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may

ba flown above the flag during church services for the personnel of the Navy.

No person shall display the flag of the United Nations ar any other national or

international flag equal, above, or in a position of superior prominence or

prominence or honor, and other national flags in pasitions of equal
prominencs or hanor, with that of the flag of the United States at the
headquarters of the United Nations,

d. The flag of the United States of America, when itis displayed with another

htne/fanarw nehistary aro/hatew/flavetio himi

“Honof t; oF in place of, the flag of the United States at-any place within the— ~{|- -
United States or any Territory or possession thereof: Provided, Thal nothing

in this section shall make unlawful the continuance of the practice heretofore
followed of displaying the flag of the United Nations in a position of superior -

71112004
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- clergyman or speaker or to the right of the audience, - -~ -

- .. statue.or. monument.
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flag against a wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag's own
right, and its staff should be in front of the staff cf the other flag.

The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the
highest point of the group when a number of flags of States or localitles or
pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from staffs.

When flags of States, cities, or localilies, or pennants of societles are flown
on the same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter should
always be at the peak. When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag
of the Unlted States should be hoisted first and lowared last. No such flag or
pennant may be placed above the flag of the United States or to the United
States flag's right.

When flags of two or mors nations are displayed, they are to be flown from
separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approximately
squal size. International usags forbids the display of the flag of one nation
ahove that of another nation In time of peace.

When the flag of the United States Is displayed from a staff projecting
harizontally or at an angle from the window sill, balcony, or front of a builcing,
the unlon of the flag should be placed at the peak of the staff unless the flag
is at half-ataff. When the flag Is suspended over a sldawalk from a rope
extending from a house to a pole af the edge of the sidewalk, the flag should
ba hoisted out, union first, from the building. :

When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union
should be uppermost and to the flag's own right, that is, to the observer’s left.
When displayed in a window, the flag should be displayed in the same way,
with the union or blue fleld to the left of the obserwer in the street.

When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be
suspended vertically with the union to the north in an east and west street or
to the east In a north and south streel,

When used on a speaker's platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be
displayed above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in a
church or public auditorium, the flag of the United States of America should
hold the position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in
the position of honor at the clergyman'’s or speaker's right as he faces the
audience. Any other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the

The flag should form a distinctive feature of the ceremony of unvelling a
statue or monument, but It should never he used as the covering for the

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an
instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be again
raised to the peak before it is lowsred for ihe day. On Memorial Day the flag
should be displayed at half-staff until noon only, then raised to the top of the
staff. By order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staif upon the
death of principal figures of the United States Government and the Governor
of g State, territory, or possesslon, as a mark of respect to their memory. In
the eveni of the death of other officials or foreign dignitarles, the flag is to be

A MEW AWV WL L
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disptayed at half-stafi according to Presidential Instructions or orders, or In I
accordance with recognized customs or practices nat inconsistent with law.
In the event of the death of a present or former official of the government of

© any State, teritory, or possession of the United States, the Governor of that
State, territory, or possassion may proclaim that the National flag shall be
flown at half-staff. The flag shall be flown at half-staff 30 days from the death
of the President or a former President; 10 days from the day of death of the
Vice Prasident, the Chief Justice or a retired Chisf Justice of the United |

States, or the Speaker of the House of Reprasentatives; from the day of
death until Inferment of an Associate Justice of the Suprema Court, a
Secretary of an executive or military department, a former Vice President, or
the Governor of a State, territory, or possession; and on the day of death and
the following day for @ Member of Congress. The flag shall be flown at half-
staff on Peace Officers Memarlal Day, uniess that day Is alsc Armed Forces
Day. As used in this subsection -

1. the term "half-staff* means the position of the flag when it is one-half I »
the distance between the top and bottom of the staff; .

2. the term "executive or military departmant' means aniy agency listed
under sections 101 and 102 of title 5, United States Code; and

3. the term "Member of Congress" means a Senator, a Reprasentativé. a
Delagata, or the Resident Commissicner from Puerto Rico.

n. When the flag is used to cover a caskst, It should be so placed that the union
is at the head and over the left shoulder. The fiag should not be lowerad into
the grave or allowed to touch the ground.

0. Whon the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a building with only
one main entrance, it should be suspsnded vertically with the union of the
flag to the abserver's left upon entering. If the building has more than one
main entrance, the flag should be suspended vertically near the center of the
corridor or labby with the union to the north, when entrances are to the east
and west or to the east when entrances are to the north and south. If there
are entrances In more than two directions, the union should be to the east’

Sec. 8, — Respact for flag _ :

No disrespect should be shown 1o the flag of the United States of Ametica; the flag |

should not be dipped fo any person or thing. Regimental colors, State flags, and '

organization or institutional flags are to be dipped as a mark of honor.

a. The flag should never be displayed with the unicn down, except as a signal
of dire distrass in instances of exireme danger fe life or property.

b The flag-should never touch anything beneath It such-as the ground;the -
floor, water, or merchandise.

c. The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free.

d. The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It
should never be festooned, drawn back, ner up, In folds, but always allowed
te fall free. Bunting of blue, white, and red, always arranged with the blue
above, the white in the middle, and the red below, should be used for
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covering a speaker's desk, draping the front of the platform, and for
decgration in general. '

e, The flag should never be fastened, dlsplayed, used, or stored in such a
fanner as to permit it to be easily torn, solled, or damaged in any way.

f. The flag should never be used as a covering for a celling.

g. The flag shouid never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached
ta it any mark, Insignia, letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any
nature.

h. The flag should never be used as a receptaclé far recsiving, holding,
carrylng, or delivering anything.

i. The flag should never be used for advertising purposes In any manner
whatsosver. It should not be embroiderad on such articles as cushions or
handkerchiefs and the like, printed or otherwise imprassed on paper napkins
or boxas ar anything that is designed for temparary use and discard,
Advertising signs should not be fastened to & staff or halyard from which.the
flag is flown.

j. Mo part of the flag shouid ever be used as a costume or athletic uniform.
However, a flag patch may be affixed to the uniform of military personnel,
flremen, policemen, and members of patriotic organizations, The flag
represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing. Thersfore,
the lapel flag pin being a replica, should be worn on the left lapel near the
heart,

k. The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no lenger a fitting smblem for
display, should be destroyad In a dignified way, preferably by buming

Sec. 8. — Conduct during holsting, lowering or passing of flag
During the ceramony of haisting or lowering the flag or when the flag is passing In a
parade or in review, all persons present except those in uniform should face the flag
and stand at attention with the right hand over the heart, Those present in uniform
should rendsr the military salute. When not in uniform, men should remove their
| headdress with their right hanc and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over
the heart. Aliens should stand at attention. The salute to the flag in a moving celumn
|| should be rendered at the moment the flag passes '

Sec. 10. — Modification of rules and customs by President
Any rule-or custom pertaining to the display of the flag cf the United Stales of
America, set forth herein, may be altered, modified, or repealed, or additional rules
with respect thereto may be prescribed, by the Commander in Chief of the Armed
- Forces-of the Uniled States, whenever he deems It to be appropriate or.desirable;
| and any such alteration or additional rule shall be set forth In a proclamation

References: i

8 LB CQPE COLLECTION, Comall Univarsily
e US Code, GPO

 Army Regulation 840-10 [POF Acrobat format]
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BETSY ROSS HOME PAGE

Interested in using a plcture? A site description? Click herel
E-mall the webmaster al Ina story,arg '
Copyright ©1688-2004 by the Independanca Hall Association, & nonproit organization in Philacsipha, Pennsylvania, founded in 1942, Putlishing
: alactronically as ushistory,org. On tha internat since Juy 4, 1096.

Tt Shrnanar nahietnmr nrcihefgvfﬂzoaﬁﬂ_htm] 7/]-;2004



F1Ag BUGUEILE QI ASULSS | TIUW LW LADPAGY A AGHES | SHMVIIVLL L MU Wt & sl vas g =

& n1 ] Provided by the City of Palo Alto 52— Attachment 3
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Aflag Forum i Aflag Blag | Calalog | Resources

Home  AboutUs Gallery  Flag Etiqustte FAQS Malf Staff Widget ~ Contact Us
CUSTOMER SUPPORT: 1-800-426-6235 Product Search g
Flags
FREE SHYPPING on ol Sug crdors over g5, SR

Amarlcan blags

Intarnational Flags

Flag Etiquette
State Flags

. Flag Blaposal
iy Hlae . U8 Fiag Spedifications
US Code - The Flag
Foiding tho Unkted States Flag
Religious Flags Flag Holldays

Genaral Flag Display

Historlc Flngs

Nautical Flags

It 3 the unheersal custom to display the Amerlcan flag only from sunilse Lo sunsat an bulldings and ¢n slationary
flagstaffs In the apen, Howsver, when a peiriotic effect is deskred, the flag may be displayed twonty-faur hours a day If

Sports Flags
Custom Flags ' prapetly iluminated during the hours 6t darkness.

Advertsing Flags

City Flays

Flagpoles

Aluminum Flngpolea

Rreaaldent/al Fiagpoias

Cammarcial Flagpoles <

Nautlcal Flagpoles 1, Whan displayad eithar horlzontally or vertically againat a wall, tne unfon should be uppermost and 1o the flag’s own
. right, tiat Is, to the ohserver's left. When displayed in a window, the American flag shauld be displayed In the same

way, with the urion or Blué fleld o the left of the cheerver In the strest, No athar flag aF pennant shauld be placed

Yeleagoning Flagpoles .
: abave, or, If on the sama level, to tha right of 1ha flag of the United Stales of Anterlca, excapt during chureh services

Indowr Flagpeles condustod by naval chaplains at sea...for pargonnel of {he Navy, when iha church pannant may be flown abave the
! flag, ’
Wall:Btolint Fiagroka No paraon shall display the flag of the.Unltad Nallons of any sther natlenal of itornattonal flag equal, above, orina

posltion of supestor prominance or honor tg, or In place of, e flag cf e Unlted States at any place within the United

Flagpole Parts States or any Terrltory of posseaslon fhereaf; provided, that nothing In lhis section shall make unlawiul the conlinuanca
of lhe practice heretofore followed of displaying the flag of the Unlled Naflona In a positions of aqual graminancs of

Qutdaor Flagpole Parts " honor, and other national flaga In pesltions of equal prominence o hanar, with that of the flag of the Uniled States atthe

headdquarters of the United Nationa.

R R L —IndoorFagpola Rorts. s
. [ Y

Patriotlc and Other
Mota State

2. OTHER FLAGS ON SAME HALYARD - When flags of states, clties, or lozalities, or pernants of soclelles ars flown
on the same halyard with tha U8 flag, the US flag should always be gt t1e paak, When the flags are flown fiom adjacent
flagpoles, the US flag should be holsted first and lowered laat, No such flag or pennant may be placad above the US

flag, ot 1o the right of the US flag

httn:/www.aflag.com/flag etiquette.asp 4/3/2013
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3. When iha flags are flown ffom adjacent staffs, the Amefican flag should be jousted first and lowerad last, Na such
flag or pannant may ba placed sbova the flag of the United Slates o to the right of the United States flag,

4 The Amarican flag, when it is dlsplayed with another flag against a well from crossed staffs, should be on the right,
tha flag's own rlght, and its staff should e In front of the stalf of the othar flag.

&, When flags of two of more natlons are displayed, thm'r are o ba flown from separate stafis of tha sama hielght, The
flags shculd be of epproximately equal siza. Intaenational usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation above fhat
of anather natlon In time of peace.

.\When usad on a speakar's platiorm, the flag, i displayed fiat, should ba displayed above and behind the spedkar,
When displayed from a staff in & church or pubie audltorum, tha flag of the Unllad States of America should hold tha
position of supsrlor prominence, In advence of the audlence, and Inihe posttion of honer al the clergyman's of

bt

L R T R S e Ker s Tigh as-hie facew the-alidlende, Any other flag so displayedstisuld-bapiaced-on-thelettof thesclergyman:or= oo

spoaker of the right of the audlance.
4

=
]

RasmemryEra——y

hito:/fwww.aflag.com/flag etiquette.asp
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Shop

= Residéntlal Flagpales |

« Cathmerclal/Business Flagpoles
= Government Flags

« New Conafrustion Flags

= Archltectural Flags

« Organlzation Flags
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Half-Staff
Wea provide an emell alert sarvice of when lv fly your Amarican ilag at half maat,

position, The flag should be agaln relsed to the peak batore It 13 lowared for tha day.
Days the American flag shauld be ficwn at half-siaf:

* May 15th — Peace Officara Memorial Day

» Last Monday in May - Memorlal Day {half-staff untll noon only, then rafse to the top of the stafi)
* July 27th - Korean War Velerans Armilslice Day .

* Septamber 11th — Patrio! Cay

¥ December 7th ~ Pear| Harbor Day

=
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The flag, when flown at half-staff, should bs first holstad to the peai for an Instant and then tewered lo the half-steff

By order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upan the daath of princlpal figures of the Unlted States
Government and the Governar of lhe State, territory or possessian, 23 a mark of respect to thelr memcry.
In ihe evarit of the dealh of other offic’als of foreign dignitaties, the fag Js fo be displayed at half-siaff according to
presidantial Instructions of orders, or in accerdance wih recognized customs practicas not Inoonsistent with law, In the
evanit of the death of a present or farmer offlclal of ihe government of any Stats, tarrlory or possassion of tha Unlted
States, the Gevernor of that State, territory ar possassion may procielm that the National flag shall be flown at half-staff.
Flags flown on poles affixed to a home or bullding are not to be flown at half staff but a memoarial straemer ¢an te
affixed to the top of the flagpals to signlfy halF siarf,

7. GASKET - When the flag is used to cover a casket, the union (biue field of stars) Is at the

head and over the left shoulder (of the daceased}. The flag should not e lowsred Into the grave or allowed to touch the
ground. '

8, OVER A STREET - When the flag Is displayed over tha middls of (he sirest, It shoudd be suspendad verfically with
the unicn {blua fiald of siars) to the north cvar an easl-wast slreet, or te the east over a norfi-aouth street.

What's New

* AFlag Forum

« AFlag Blog

* Flag News .
+ Flagpole Pletures

« Half Staff Widget

e T A s o A M 1 o Mg, i et = Wbkt v i i R

i =Flag Disposal

¢ 21§ Flag Code
+ = Folding the American Flag
!« Haif Staff Flag Days

Flag Etiqueite
= Flag Eflquelte

|18 Flag Speciflcations

Home « About Us + Gallery » Fiag Etlquette ¢« FAQS + Contact Us

T

AFiag Forym » AFlag Blog + Calalog = Resources

Minneapolls Website Design: cazarn meeractive

hitn://www.aflag.com/flag etiquette.asp |

o TOht & 2006 = 2013 Amar e Flagpote & Flg Cornpany Al Rights-Resérvad

Ak e e S e

My Account

= Sign-InReglster
= Order Slatus
» Saved Qrders
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POLICY NUMBER

2-1

EFFECTIVE DATE  April 27, 1970

REVISED DATE October 17, 2006

APPROVED BY COUNCIL ACTION 4-27-70; 8-3-82, ltem 11 k; 9-28-82, ltem 12 a; 4-2-85,

ltem 7 e; 10-17-2006, Item 3.7a; 11-14-2006; Item 3.5¢, Res. 73490

PURPOSE

To establish guidelines far: (1) the exhibition of the flag of the United States of America, the
California State flag, the San Jose City flag from City buildings and the New City Hall flag at City
Hall, and (2) the display of street flags for parades and holidays, and (3) the display of

ceremonial flags.

POLICY

It is the policy of the City of San José that flags should be displayed in conformance with
Federal and State policies, as stated in the Federal “Our Flag” publication of the Congress,
House Document No. 96-144; and the State of California Government Code Sections 430 and

437.

In order to establish a policy with respect to the locations and days when the United States of
America, California State, and San Jose City flags should be displayed, the following standards

should be followed.

The Director of General Services is responsible for ensuring the proper execution of this policy
at all City facitities except the Airport, where the Director of Aviation is responsible for proper

execution of this policy.

STANDARDS

A. Federal, State and City Flags

1. Outdoor flags will be flown at City facilities in the foliowing order of precedence: first,
the United States flag; second, the California State ilag; third, the San Jose City flag;

and fourth, the New City Hall flag.

2. Weather permitting, flags should be displayed daily in front of or at a location near
City Hall, the Police Administration Building, the Civic Auditorium, the Airport, and all
Fire and Police facilities during business hours.

3. Flags should not be displayed in inclement weather. Haowever, all-weather flags may
be flown on a 24-hour basis as long as they are illuminated from sunset to sunrise.
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The City Hall flags shall be ali-weather flags, shall be flown on a 24-hour basis and
shall be illuminated at night.

4. The San Jose City flag will be fiown wherever there are sufficient poles to do so in
accordance with #2 above. The City flag may be displayed on the same pale with,
and underneath the State fiag, whenever the pole is of sufficient height. The
Federal, State, and City flags shall not be flown on a single pole of any height.

5. New City facilities where any flags are to be flown shall be constructed with a
sufficient number of poles to allow the City flag to be flown.

6. Indoor City flags shall be displayed at a minimum in the City Council Chambers and
in the Mayor's Office.

7. On recognized Federal and/or State holidays, and an other special occasions as
listed below, flags should be flown from all locations listed in paragraph A-2 above.

a) January 1, New Year's Day

b) January 20, (2001, 2008, 2009, etc., every fourth year) on the day the
President of the United States is inaugurated

¢) Third Monday in January, Martin Luther King's oirthday

d) Third Monday in February, Presidents’ Day

e} Second Sunday in May, Mother's Day

f) Third Saturday in May, Armed Services Day

g) Last Monday in May, Memorial Day. The flags to be flown at half-staff (first
raise to top, then slowly lower to half-staff} until noon and at full staff from
noon until sunsel. NOTE: The United States flag must always be flown by
itself when displayed at half-staff,

h) Third Sunday in June, Father's Day

i) June 14, Flag Day

i) July 4, Independence Day

k) First Monday in September, Labor Day

) September 9, Admission Day

m)} September 17, Constitution Day .

n} Second Monday in QOctober, Columbus Day

o} The first Tuesday after the first Monday In November of a presidential
election year and gubernatorial election days

p) November 11, Veteran's Day

q) Fourth Thursday in November, Thanksgiving Day

r) December 25, Christmas Day

s) State holidays

t) Special oceasions of Federal, State and local proclamation

8. Flags at alt City facilities shall be displayed in accordance with the above standards.
However, the City Manager may order flags to be lowered to half staff including, but
not limited to flags of the United States of America and State of California in honor of
the death of a City employee killed in the line of duty.
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B. Street Flags

Street flags are definad as flags flown on a guy wire over a city street. The guy wire is
generally attached to city streetlights and is criented perpendicular to the flow of traffic.
Street flags may be flown in the downtown area on Veteran's Day and Memorial Day, if
requested by a group sponsoring an event on that day and approved by the City Council.
Funding for this flag flying may be provided by an outside agency or at the City’s expense,
depending on the decision of the City Council.

C. Ceremcnial Flags

The City's flagpoles are not intended to serve as a forum for frée expression by the public.
The following flags may be displayed by the City as an expression of the City's official
sentiments:

. Flags of Governments Recognized by the United States. Flags of the governrnents
recognized by the United States may be displayed upon the request of the Mayor, a
member of the City Council or the City Manager.

2. Flags of Sister Cities: The flags of official Sister Cities of San Jose may be displayed
in conjunction with an event invoiving the Sister City.

3 Flags Displayed in Conjunction With Official Ceremonial Items: Other flags may be
displayed in conjunttion with official actions, cerernonial items, or proclamations of
the City Council,

4, Flags of Professional Sports Teams: The City Manager may order the display of the
flag of a professional sports team in commemoration of a significant achievement
involving the City of San Jase.



ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CMD MUMBER 77

CITY MANAGER'S DIRECTIVE-PROCEDURE DATE: August 7, 2006

CAMCELS: November 19, 1980

SUBJECT : HALE-STAFFING THE FLAGS (MOURNING COLORS)

POLICY : The National Flag, California State Flag and City of Santa Clara Flag are
' displayed in a state of mourning as a mark of respect upon the death of major
officials and former officials of the United States Government and State of
California Government, present and past officials of the City of Santa Clara,
City employees; and at any time so designated by the President of the United

States, the Governor, or the City Manager.

The guidalines for the duration of mourning calors are as follows:

1. Thirty days from the day of death of a President or former President of the
United States.

2. Ten days from the day of death of a Vice-President of the Unitad Statas,
Chief Justice or retired Chief Justice of the United Statas, Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, or a member of the Santa Clara
City Coungil.

3. Seven days fram the day of death of an Associate Justice of the United
States Supreme Court, a member of the President’s Cabinat, a former Vice-
President of the United States, Secretaries of the Army, Navy or Air Force,
or a former member of the Santa Clara City Council.

4. Three days fram the day of death of our United States Senator or
Representative, the Governor of the State of California, or any City of
Santa Clara employee killed in the line of duty.

5. One day, on tha day of interment, for City employees when death did not
occur in the fins of duty. Flag will be flown half-staff at employee’s
department/building/workplace.

RESPONSIBILITY : ACTION

Human Resourcos Department 1. Forward information regarding deaths of City employees te the City
Manager's Office.

Roissued August 2006 Page 1 of 2




City Manager

Department Heads

Reissued August 2006

3. Ensure that flags are displayed in a state of mourning for the appropriate

CMD NUMBER 77

2. When infermation is received from Human Resources, as ahove, or
information on deaths of officials is received from other sources, direct the
half-staffing of flags by all departments as appropriate.

duration as specified in the guidelines above. The proper display is as
follows:

o When the flags are flown from a flagstatf, they should be raised to the
peak, then lowered to half-staff. Upon retiring hali-staffed flags, they
should first be raised again to the peak, then fowered ceremoniously.
Mone of these flags sheuld he half staffed separataly from the others
when flown from the same staff. When flown from separate staffs, the
Mational Flag should always be raised first and lowered [ast. The
California State Flag is next in precedence, then the City of Santa Clara
Flag.

» Contact the City Manager's Office for copies of information on the
National, State and City flags and flag protocol if additional information
is desired.

Page 2 of 2
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City of Santa Clara
Policy and Procedure Manual

SALE OF CITY OF SANTA CLARA FLAGS

pot/cy | City flags may be purchased by individuals/businesses to use for display
purposes, with the clarification that the City flag may not be used to
endorse a product or imply official/unofficial City of Santa Clara
support. City flags will be ordered by the Purchasing Division and placed
in stock for sale to the public. The flags are 4’ by 6’, custom-screened,
single construction (one-sided) cotton flags. They may be purchased
from the stock on hand, at the City’s cost.

City flags other than the type purchased by the City, for example those
made of nylon, appliqued or screened, double construction, or varying
sizes, may be ordered from flag manufacturers by the requesting
individual/business. The Purchasing Division will provide the required
letter of authorization to the company asked to manufacture the flag.

PROCEDURE 1. An individual requesting a City flag is referred to the cashiers’
window in the Finance Department/Municipal Services Division,
Three flags will be kept in stock at this location. (When a flag is sold,
the cashier will notify the Purchasing Division to provide another
flag so that the on-hand supply of three is maintained.)

2. If the individual wishes to purchase a City flag, the cashier will
collect payment for the purchase. (The cost for each flag will be
provided by the Purchasing Division.) The cashier will also give the
purchaser an informational sheet (sample attached), which specifies
City flag protocol and restrictions on the use of the City flag.

3. If the individual wishes to purchase a City flag of a different type
than the City flag available at the cashiers’ window, he or she may be
referred to the Purchasing Division to request a letter of
authorization for use of the City flag, which would be provided to the
company that will manufacture the flag.

Reference: City Council-approved policy 7/20/93

Rev. July 1993 P&P o025 Page 1 of 2
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City of Santa Clara
Policy and Procedure Manual

SALE OF CITY OF SANTA CLARA FLAGS (cont.}

CITY FLAG PROTOCOL & USE RESTRICTIONS

Protacof
National, state and city flags are customarily displayed outdoors, only in good weather,
between sunrise and sunset. Flags may be flown at night on special occasions, such as
parades.

When displayed with the national and state flags on grouped staffs, the city flag is usually
displayed at the viewer’s right, with the national flag at the center and highest point and
the state flag at the viewer’s left. When displayed with the national flag only, the city flag is
placed at the viewer’s right, with the national flag at the left.

On the same halyard, the city flag is hung underneath the national flag. If a state flag is
also hung, the order is national flag at the top, then the state and then the city flag.

For additional flag protocol and information, the City Library Reference Division may be
consulted.

Proper Use of the City Flag

The City of Santa Clara flag may be purchased and displayed by individuals and businesses
as a demonstration of community pride. Flag protocol should be observed, ensuring that
the flag will be treated with respect.

The City flag may not, under any circumstances, be used to endorse a product or to imply
official /unofficial City of Santa Clara support.

Rev. july 1993 P&P o225 Page 2 of 2
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County of Santa Clara
Policy Name: Display of Flags
Page 1 of 3

Iicy Type: Administrative
Category: Facilities

Policy Name: Display of Flags
Policy Owner: Facilities
Policy Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to guide departments in properly and
respectfully displaying the flag of the United States and other flags.

Policy Summary

It is County policy to display the flag of the United States prominently
where it may be viewed by all attendees at official County meetings,
hearings, or events. At a minimum, the flag of the United States shall be
displayed in the following County facilities:

Board of Supervisors Chambers

¢ Board of Supervisors meeting rooms oh the 10 and 111 floors of the
County Government Center

o All auditoriums owned, leased, or regularly used by the County

¢ Any other meeting facility or conference room that has a seating
capacity of 50 or more persons and that is owned, leased, or regularly
used by the County

When displaying the flag of the United States, the flag should be displayed
to the right of the speakers, or on the left side of the stage from the



County of Santa Clara
Policy Name: Display of Flags
Page 2 of 3

audience’s point of view. If other flags are also displayed, the flag of the
United States shall always be placed in the position of honar, either by
placing it to the far left of the stage from the audience’s point of view or
placing it in the center of a group of flags such that the flag of the United
States is higher than any other non-national flag.

Outdoor Display of Flags

Both the flag of the United States and the flag of the State of California shall
be prominently displayed during business hours upon or in front of major
buildings and facilities owned, leased, or regularly used by the County.

The flag of the United States shall be displayed at half-staff on Memorial
Day (until noon), and by order of the President, usually upon the death of
principal figures of the United States government, the governor of & state,
or other officials or foreign dignitaries, or to commemorate other days of
observance. On these occasions, the flag of the State of California shall be
similarly displayed at half-staff.

The flag of the United States and the flag of the State of California shall be
displayed at half-staff upon proclamation of the governor to acknowledge
the death of a present or former official of the state government or the
death of a member of the armed services from California.

The President and Vice President of the Board of Supervisors shall have the
authority to direct that flags displayed at County facilities be flown at half-
staff upon the death of an official or person of significant public import, the
death of a County employee while on duty, or the death of citizens
occurring in a disaster of significant proportion. In the event that the
President or Vice President desires the flags to be flown at half-staff, the
President’s or Vice President’s office shall inform the Facilities and Fleet
Department.

5.2 = Attachment3
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County of Santa Clara
Policy Name: Display of Flags
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Flags Other Than the U.S. and Californig Flags

Flags other than the flag of the United States and the flag of the State of
California may be displayed when approved by the Board of Supervisors.

Procedures

None.

Definitions

For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:

1) “County facility” means any building, property, office, or workspace
owned, leased, or regularly used for County business.

Frequently Asked Questions
None.

Related Policies

None.

Related Forms and Information
None.

History

Date Changes Made
1/14/2014 | Policy uploaded. (John Myers)
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2558 Display of Flags at City
Buildings

Administrative Policy Matnual
GChapter 6 ~ Facilities & Equipment
Article 2

Attachments:
Ncne

Effective Date: 12/11/07

Responsihle Department: DPW

Prier Version & Notes:

Prar Versicn: March 1983, Apn‘i 20, 2005, December 21, 2008, March 23, 2008, February 12, 2007

Sectian 1. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to standardize the manner in which the national, state, and local
flags are to be displayaed at sites under the jurisdiction of the City. Further, this palicy is to bring
display of flags at City sites in conformance with the Federal Flag Code at 4 U.8.C. 1, sactions 4-
10, and California Government Cods sections 430-438, "Display of Flags®.

Section 2, Policy

Subd. 1. Sites

National and Stata Flags are to be flown from flagstaffs at desighated building
and park sites owned by the City of Sunnyvale which have sfafionary personnel.
The Sunnyvale flag shall be fiown at City Hall and may be used for ceremonial
evenis or at the discretion of the City Manager. The National Flag shall be placed
above the State flag when both are on the same staff but both flags shall be of
the same dimensions. (Gov. Code section 436). At Cily Hall, each fiag may be
flown from its own staff but 2! are still to be of the same dimensions.

Subd. 2. Flying the Flags at Half-Staff

A, National or State Declarations

in response to a national or state declarafion, City flags shall be flown at
haif-staff. The City will comply with instructions from the federal or state
government regarding how long the flags should remain lowered.

B. Mamerial Day
By Presidential Order, flags shall be flown at half-staff until noon on this

day, then raised to full staff for the remainder of the day at facilities
operating on this holiday.

C. patriot Day

By Presidenfial Order, September 11 of each year is deslgnated as
“Patriot Day” and flags shall be flown at half-staff on this day.
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= Sunnyvale Public Safety officer is killed in the line of duty;

¥ Sunnyvale employee is killed in the line of duty;

n A Public Safety Officer in the State of Californla Is killed in the
line of duty;

= Per the Clty Manager's discretion, in honot of local officials or in
unlty with another federal, state, or local jurisdiction in the region
(see The Bear Flag" publication, Public Affairs Office of the
Military Dapartment).’

*  On the anniversary date of the death of a Public Safety Officer or
City employee killed in the line of diuty.

When an cfficer cutside of the Bay Area is Killed in the line of duty, the
City flags shall remain at half-staff for three days from the time the City Is
notified of the incident. When an-officer in any city within the Bay Area
is killed In the lina of duty the City flags shall remain at half-staif through
the day of the funeral,

The City Manager has the discretion to make exceptlon to the above
timeframes based on speclal clreumstances, The City Manager will
inform the Council anytime the Clty flags ars lowered.

D, Placing the Flags at Half Staff

To place the flags at half-staff, they shall first be raised briskly to the
peak of the staff then slowly lowered fo the mid-point. Before lowering
the flags, they are to be raised to the peak agaln and then lowered all the
way,

Subdl. 3, Time of Display
The flags shall be displayed at all designated Chy buildings between 8:G0 a.m.
and §:00 p.m. and at designated park sites between 7:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m,
with the exception of the Community Center, Corporaticn Yard, Public Safety
Headquarters and other sites approved for night lighting. A fleodlight piaced so
as to shine on the flags through the night will aliow them to fly 24 hours a day at

the Community Center, Corporation Yard, Public Safely Headquarters and other
approved sites. Flags are not to be flown in the tikelihcod of inclement weather.

Subd. 4, Care of Flags

Flags are to be dry ¢leaned or replaced when they have been soiled. Fags that
are not to be flown are to be bumed or disposed of in an appropriate manner.

Subd. §. Sale of Flags

The Gity's flag, regardless of candltion, is not for sale io the public,

Subd, 6. Indoor Display

A. Coungll Chambers

The U.S. flag shall stand on the left side of the Coundl dals (from the
audience’s viewpolnt). The California flag and the Sunnyvale flag shall
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stand on the right slde of the Council dais (from the audience's
viewpolnt), with the Californla flag closest to the center. All flags shall be
on the same riser and of the sarne dimensions.

B. Mayor's Office

The flags of the United States, California and Sunnyvale shall be
displayed from staifs located at the window side of the Mayor’s office.
The U.S. flag shall be placed at the center with the Callfornia flag on its
left and the Sunnyvale flag on the right. All staffs are to be of the same
helght,

Subdl. 7, Other Flag Displays

Other displays or uses of flags at City of Sunnyvale sites shall be in conformance
wiih applicable federal and state statutes or guidelines.

Section 3. Roles and Respansihilitles

Subd. 1, Compliance

The Director of Parks and R’-"creaﬂah shall be responsi ble for maintaining
compilance with this policy.

Subd. 2. Raising and Lowering of Flags

A . On-glte "parks" personnel are responsible for the ralsing and lowering of flags
at the various park sites,

B . Flags ai the City Hail site are raised by on-site Parks Division persornel In the
morning and lowered by Faciliies Management Division personnel in the
evening.

C . Community Center fiags are raised, monltored and lowered by on-site
Recreation Divislon personnel.

D . Corporation Yard flags are ralsed, meonitored and lowered by Parks
personnel

E . Fire station flags are raised, monitored and lowered by Public Safety
personnel

F. Public Safety Headquarters flegs are raised, monitored and lowered by Public
Safety personnel.

G. Flood lights on the flags at the Community Center, Corporation Yard, Publle
Safety Headquarters and other approved sfies shal be maintained by the
Facilitiea Management Division personnal,

H. Cther Clty Faclliies flags wil be raiged and lowersd as arranged by the
personnel responsible for a particular site.
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Flag Code

Title 4, United States Code, Chapter 1

As Adopted by the National Flag Conference, Washington, D.C, June
14-15, 1933, and Revised and Endorsed by the Second Naticnal Flag
Conferance, Washington, D.C,, May 15, 1924. Revised and a'dopted at
P.L. 523, 77th Congress, Second Session, June 22, 1942, as Amended
by P.L. 825, 77th Congress, Second Sassion, December 22, 1942; P.L.
107 83%rd Congress, 1st Sessiom, Juiy G, 1953; P.L, 396, 83¢d
Congress, Second Session, June 14, 1554; P.L. 363, 90th Congrass,
Seccnd Session, June 28, 1968, P.L. 344, $4th Congress, Second
Session, July 7, 1976; P.L. 322, 153rd Congrass, Second Sessicn,
September 13, 1994; P.L. 225, 105th Congress, Second Session,
August 12, 1998; P.L. B0, 105th Congress, First Session, October 25,
1999; P.L. 110-41, 110th Congress, First Session, June 29, 2007; P.L.
110-181, 110th Congress, Seconc Sesslon, lanuary 28, 2008; P.L.
110-239, 110th Cengress, Second Session, June 3, 2008, P, 110-
417, 110th Congress, Second Sessicn, Octeber 14, 2008; P.L, 111-41,
111th Congress, First Session, July 27, 2009; and P.L. 113-65 113th
Congress, First Session, December 26, 2013,

& 4. Pledge of Allegiance tc the flag; manner of
delivery _
The Pleclge of Alleglance to the Flag: “) piedge allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
“or zll,", should be randered by standing at attention facing the flac
with the right hand over the heart. When not in uniform men should
remove any non-religious headdress with their sight hand and hold
It at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons in
uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and render the military
salute. Members of the Armed Forces not in uniform and veterans
may render the military salute in the manner provided for persons in
uniform.

§ 5. Display and use of fiag by civilians;
codification of rules and customs; definition

The following codification of existing rules and customs pertaining
to the display and use of the flag of the United States of America is
estaslished far the use of such civilians or civilian groups or
organizations as may hat be required to conferm with regulations
promuigated by one or more executive departments of the
Gevernmeant of the United States. The flag of the United States “or
the purpase of this chapter shall be defined according to sectlens 1
and 2 of this title and Executive Order 10834 issued pursuant
thereto.
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§ 6. Time and occasions for alsplay

{a) [t Is the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise o
sunset on buildings and on staticnary flag staffs in the open,
However, when a patriotic effect Is cesired, the flag may be
displayed twenty-four hours a day If progerly illuminated curing the
hours of darkness.

(b) The flag should be hoisted briskly ard lowered ceremoniously.

{c) The fag should not be displayed on days when the weather is
inclement, except when an all weather flag is displayed.

(d) The flag should be displayed on all days, especiatly on

New Year's Day - January 1

Inauguration Day - January 20

Martin Luther King Jr's 8irthday - third Monday in January
Lincotn's Birthday - February 12

Washington's Birthday - third Monday In February

Easter Sunday - {variable}

Mather's Day - second Sunday in May

Armec Forces Day - third Saturday in May

Memerial Day (half-staff until nacn) - last Monday in May
Flag Day - June 14

Incdependence Day - July 4

Naztlonal Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, July 27
Labor Day - first Monday - September1-7

Columbus Day - second Monday in October

Navy Day - Cctober 27

Veterans Day - November 11

T'hanksgiving Day - fourth Thursday in November
Christias Day - December 25

Otner days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United
States

Birthdays of States {date of admisslon)

State helidays

() The flag should be displayed dally on o near the main
adiministration building of every public institution.

{f} The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place an
electicn days.

{9) The flag shouid be displayed during scheal days in or near every
schoolhouse.

& 7. Position and manner of display

The flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags,
should be either on the marching right; zhat is, the flag's own right,
or, if there is a line of ather flags, in front of the center of that line,

{a) The flag shoutd not be displayed on & float in a parade axcept
from a staff, or as provided In subsection {) of this section.

(b) The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back
of a vehicle or of a railroad train or & boat. When the flag is
displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall be fixed firriy to the chassis
or clamoed to the right fender.

http://www.legion.org/flag/code
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{c) Mo other flag or pennant should be placed abaove or, if ¢n the
same level, to the right of the flag of the United States of America,
except during church services conducted by naval chaplains at sea,
when the church pennant may be flown above the flag during
church services for the personnel of the Navy. No person shall
disptay the flag of the United Nations or any other national or
intzmatignal flag equal, above, or in a position of superior
prominence or honor to, or in place cf, the flag of the United Statas
at any placa within the United States cr any Territory or possession
thereof: Provided, That nothing ir this section shall make unlawful
the continuance of the practica heretofore followed of displaylng
the flag of the United Natiens in a pasition of superior prominence
or nenor, 2nd other natienal flags In positions of equal prominence
or henor, with that of the flag of the United States at the
headquarters of the United Natians.

(d} The flag of the United States of America, when it is disptayed
with ancther flag against a wall from cressed staffs, should be on
the right, the flag's awn right, and its staff should be in front of the
staff of the other flag.

(e) The flag of the United States of America should be at the center
and at the highest point of the group when a number of flags of
Statas or localities or pennants of societies are grouped anc
displayed from staffs,

() When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of socizaties
are flown on the same halyarc with the flag of the United States, the
latter should always be at the peak. When the flags are flawn from
adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States should be hoisted first
and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may be placed above the
flag of the United States or to the United States flag's right.

(g} Whan flags of two or more nations are displayed, they arz (¢ be
flown from separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be
cof approximately equal size, International usage forbids the display
of the flag of one hatlon above that of ancther naticn in tima of
peace.

(") When the Rag of the United States is displayed from a staff
projectirg horizontally or at an angle from the window sill, balcany,
of frent of a building, the union of the flag should be placed at the
peak of the staff unless the flag s at half staff.

When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a repe extending
from a house to a pole at the edge cf the sidewalk, the flag should
be hoisted out, union first, from the bultding.

1) When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the
union should be uppermost and to the flag's own right, that is, to
the observer's left. When displayed (n 2 window, the flag should be
displayed in the same way, with the union or blue field to the left of
the observer In the street.

(i) Whan the flag is displayed over the middie of the street, it should
be suspended vertically with the union Lo Lthe rwrth in an east and
west straet or te the east in a north and south street,

(k) Wnen used on a speaker's platform, the flag, if displayed flat,
shouid be displayed above and behind the speaker.
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‘When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorfum, the
flag of the United States of America should hold the position of
superior preminence, in advance of the audience, and in the pcsiticn
of honor at the cdergyman's or spesker’s right as he faces the
audience. Any other flag so displayed sheuld be placed on the left of
the clergyman or speaker or to the right of the audience,

{} Tre flag should form a distinctive featura of the ceremony of
unveiling a statue or monument, but it should never be used as the P
cevering for the statue or monument. '

(m) The flag, when flown at half-staff, shculd be first hoisted to the

peak for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The

flag sheuld be again ralsed to the peak before it is lowered for the

day. ;

COn Memorial Day the flag should be displayed at half-staff until
neen cnly, then raised to the top of the staff. By order of the
Prasident, the flag shalt be flown at half-staff upon the death of
prircipai figures of the United States Government and the Governor
of a State, territory, or possession, as a mark of respect to their
memory, In the event of the death of cther officials or foreign
dignltaries, the flag is to be displayed at half-staff accerding te i
Presidential instructions or ordeis, or in accordance with recognized
customs or practices nat inconsistent with law. In the event of the
deatn of z present or former official of the government of any State,
terrizory, or possession of the United States or the death of a
member of the Armed Forces from any State, territory, or possession
who dies while serving on active duty, the Governor of that Stale,
terr’tory, or possession may proclaim that the Natienal flag shatt be
flown at half-staff and the same zutherity Is provided to the Mayor
of the District of Columbia with respect to present or former officials
of the District of Columbia and merbers of the Ammed Forces from
the District of Columbla, When the Governor of a State, territory, or
passession, or the Mayor of the District of Columbia, Issues a
proclamation under the precetling sentence that the National flag be
flown at half-staff in that State, territory, or possession or in the
District of Columbia because cf the death of a member of the Armed
Forces, tne Mational flag flown at any Federal installatien or facility
In the area covered by that proclamation shall be flown at half-staff
cansistent with that proclamation. The flag shall be flown at half-
staff 30 days from the death of the President or a former President;
10 days from the day of death of the Vice President, the Chief Justice
or g retired Chief lustice of the Urlted States, or the Speaker of the
~ouse of Rapresentatives; from the day of death until interment of
an Assoclate Justice of the Supreme Court, a Secretary of an
executive or military department, a former Vice President, or the
Geverner of a State, territory, or possession; and on the day cf death ]
and the following day for a Member of Congress. The flag shall be :
flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless that day |
's also Armed Forces Day. As used in this subsection -

|
{1} the tarm "half-staff” means the position of the flag when it is i
one-half the distance between the top and bottom of the staff; |
{2) the term “executive or milltary departmant” means any agency 1
{isted under sectlons 101 and 102 of titie 5, United States Code; and 1
(3) the term "Member of Congress” means a Senator, a 1
Reprasentative, a Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner from |
Puerto Rica, i
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(r) Whan the Flag is used te cover a casket, it shauld be so placed
that the unfon is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag
should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the
ground.

() When the flag Is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a
building with anly one main entrance, it should be suspended
vertically with the union of the flag to the abserver's left upon
entering. If the building has more than one maln entrance, the flag
should be suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or
leboy with the union to the north, when entrances are to the east
and wast or to the east when entrances are to the north and south, If
thera are entrances In more than two diractions, the unlon should ba
to the 2ast.

§ B. Respect for flag

No disraspect should be shown 0 the flag of the United States cf
Americg; the flag should not be dipped te any person or thing,
Regimental colors, State flags, and erganization or institutiona! flags
ara to be dipped as a mark of honor,

(3) The f.ag should never be displayed with the union dowr, except
as & signal of dire distress in instances of extreme danger to lif= or
property.

‘b) The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the
ground, the floor, water, or merchandise.

(¢} The flag should never bé catried flat or horizontally, but always
aloft and free,

{d} The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or
drapery. It should never be festooned, drawn back, nor up, in fo_ds,
but always. allowed to fall free,

Bunting of blue, white, and red always arranged with the blue
above, the white In the middle, and tre red below, should be used
for cover.ng a speaker's desk, draping the front of the platform, and
far decoratian in general.

(e) The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stered in
such a marner as to permit it to be easlly torn, soiled, or damaged in
zhy way.

{f} The flzg should never be used as a covering for a ceiling.

{g) The flag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it,
nor zttached to it any mark, insignla, letter, word, figure, design,
picture, or drawing of any nature,

{h) The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving,
helding, carrying, or delivering anything.

(i} The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any
manner whatsoever. it should not be embroidered en such artlcles
as cushions or handkerchiefs and the like, printed or otherwise
impressed on paper napkin cr boxes or anything that is designed for
tamporary use and discard, Advertising signs should not be fastened
to a staff or halyard from which the flag is flown.
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{j) No part of the flag should ever be usad as a costume or athlatic
uniform. However, a flag patch may be sffixed to the uniferm of
military personnel, firemen, policemen, and members of patriotic
organizations. The flag represents a living country and is Itself
censidered a living thing. Therefare, the Lapel flag pin being a
replica, should be worn on the left lapel near the heart.

(k} The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer 3 fitting
emblem for display, should be destroved in a dignified way,
preferably by burnlng. (Disposal of Unserviceable Flags Ceremony)

§ 9. Conduct during hoisting, lowering or passing
of flag

During tha ceremany of hoisting or lowering the flag or wnen the
flag is passing In a parade or [n review, those present in uniform
should rander the military salute. Mambers of the Armed Forces and
veterans who are present but not in uniform may render the milltary
sa.ute, All other persons present shoutd face the flag and stand at
atzention with their right hand cver the heart, or il applicable,
remave Lheir headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left
shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Citlzens of other countries
should stand at attention, Al such conduct toward the flag in a
moving column should be rendered at the moment the flag passes.

§ 10. Modification of rules and customs by
Prasident

Any rula ar custom pertaining to the display of the flag of the United
Stazes of America, sat farth herain, may be altered, modified, or
repealed, or additional rules with respect thereto may be prescribed,
by the Commander in Chiaf of the Armad Forces of the United
Statas, whenever he deems it to be appropriaie or desirable; and any
such alzeration or additional rule shall be set forth In a
procla=nation,

Executive Order No. 10834 issued by President Dwight D,
Eisenhower on August 24, 1959, amended the provisions of Title 4,
U.5.C, Chapter 1 and established the 50 star Flag as the official Flag
of the United States, effective on July 4, 1960,

The Flag Code - Mcdification of rules and
customs by President

Exacutive Order No, 10834

August 24, 1959

Part I - Design of the flag

Sectian 1. The flag of the United States shall have thirteen
horizental stripes, altemate red and whitg, and a union consisting of
white stars on a field of blue.

Section 2, The positicn of tne stars In the unicn of the flag and in
the unvon jack shall be as indicated on the attachment to this order,

which is hereby made a part of this order.

Section 3. The dimensions of the constituent parts of the flag shall
conform to the proportions set fortir in the attachment referred to in
section 2 of this order.

Standard Proportions of the Flag
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holst{vsdthy of flag - 1.0
fly {lerigth) of flag - 1.9
heist of unjon- 7/13

fty of union- .76
diameter of star - .0616
width of stripe - 1/13

Title 34, Subtitle [, Part A section 301 United
States Code - National Anthem

(2) Designation.— The compositior conslsting of the words and
music known as the Star-Spangled Banner is the nationai antham.
{3} Conduct During Playing.— Durling a rendition of the national
anthem—

+ (1) when the flag is isolayed—

{A) individuals in uniform should glve the military salute at the firs:
naote of the anthem and mainzain that position until the last note;
(B} members of the Armed Ferces and veterans wha are present but
not in uniform may render the military salute in the manner
provided for indlviduals in uniferm; and

{{) all other persons present should face the flag and stand at
attenticn with their right hand cver the heart, and men not in
uniform, If applicable, should ramove their headdress with their
right hand and held it at the left shoulder, the hand being cver the
heart; and

+ (2} when the flag is not displayed, all present should face
towaid the music and act in the same manner they woulc if
the flag were displayed.
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