
From: , Public Works
To: Gabon, Marichrisse
Subject: FW: Mora Ortega Park Name
Date: Tuesday, May 07, 2019 4:35:14 PM

Hi Marichrisse,

PW received this in our inbox.

Thanks,
Rachna

From: Jesse Cupp  
Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2019 3:52 PM
To: , Public Works
Subject: Mora Ortega Park Name

Hello,

I'd like to suggest the name Frank Ramirez Park for this upcoming park near my house. Frank 
Ramirez was a community leader who owned Ramirez Grocery at corner of Fair Oaks and 
Stanford avenue (referenced in the April 29, 1965 San Jose Mercury newspaper, available at 
the history center) His grocery store was only 1,000 feet from the park site according to 
google maps. Here's a quote from the article:

"When city inspectors invaded Castro City about six months ago under the city-wide 
rehabilitation program, the residents really began to sweat. There are several non-conforming 
uses there. If the city ordered the buildings torn down, the owners wouldn't be able to build 
new ones. One of them was Frank Ramirez who has operated his tiny grocery store at the 
corner of Fair Oaks and Stanford. avenues for the past nine years. He wound up with a hefty 
repair order , but his building stayed up. 'The city told me they would give me the benefit of 
the doubt,' Ramirez  said. 'They told me to make the repairs as soon as I could afford it.'"

I like the underdog story here of a small local grocery managing to make the necessary repairs 
to get up to code and avoid being condemned (a fate met by many other building in the area). I 
also found his obituary in the mercury news. Here's an excerpt: 

"Frank "Pancho" Ramirez Entered into rest April 24, 2004. A long time Mountain View 
resident, Frank and his wife the late Atanacia Olmos Ramirez moved to Mountain View in 
1942 from Yuma Az. where he was born in 1913. Together they opened Ramirez Grocery in 
Castro City, one of the first neighborhood stores. He was a retired member of the Operating 
Engineers Local No. 3. He also worked for Bahr and Ledoyen in Palo Alto for 15 years and 
was a member of the La Estrella in Mountain View for many years."

Here's the full obituary: https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/mercurynews/obituary.aspx?
n=frank-ramirez-pancho&pid=2174442

I think his obituary shows his Mountain View roots and how well he integrated into the 
community. Having one of the first neighborhood stores is quite an achievement as well! I 
hope you will Frank Ramirez Park, Ramirez Grocery Park, or something similar to recognize
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this prominent self-made Latino community member and his achievements and involvement in
the community. 
I wish I could make it tomorrow, but I have a conflicting VAC meeting. I hope it goes well!
 
Thanks,
Jesse








