
CITYCOUNCILPOLICY

SUBJECT: POSITIONSONBALLOTMEASURESANDLEGISLATIVE NO.:  A-16
ADVOCACY

PURPOSE:  

ToestablishapolicygoverningpositionsonballotmeasuresandStateandFederal
legislativeadvocacy.  

POLICY:  

1. PositionsonBallotMeasures

a. TheCityCouncilisgenerallydiscouragedfromtakingapositiononlocalor
Statemeasures/propositionsunlessthemeasure/proposition:  

i. WoulddirectlyimpacttheCity’sfinances, responsibilities, legal
authority, oroperations; AND

ii. Themeasure/propositionhasbeenreferredtostaffforanalysisby
majorityvoteoftheCityCouncil.  Theguidingprincipleslistedin2.a.i
belowshallbeusedtoinformtheCouncil’sconsiderationofwhetherto
referameasure/propositiontostaffforanalysis.  

2. StateandFederalLegislativeAdvocacy

a. ActionsofsupportoroppositiontoStateorFederallegislationcanbetaken
bytheMayororstaffwithoutCityCouncilapproval, asstaffresources
permit, ifthepositionisconsistentwiththefollowingguidingprinciples:  

i. Thelegislation:  

a) WoulddirectlyimpacttheCity’sfinances, responsibilities, legal
authority, oroperations, orasignificantportionoftheresidentialor
businesscommunityofMountainViewthatcould, inturn, impact
Citygovernmentfinances, responsibilities, legalauthority, or
operations; AND

b) Isintendedtoprotectorincreaselocalrevenues; OR
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c) Isintendedtoprotectorincreaselocalcontrol; OR

d) Isintendedtoprotectorincreasefundingorotherwisebenefit
specificprogramsorservicesutilizedinMountainView; OR

e) Isopposinganunfundedmandate; OR

f) IsconsistentwithexistingCitypolicy, pastaction, orcurrentCity
Councilmajorgoals; AND

g) HasbeenreviewedbytheCityManagerorhis/herdesignee.  

b. FullCouncilactionisrequiredregardinglegislationthatisnotclearlywithin
theguidingprinciplesabove.  Anexceptiontothisruleisthefollowing:  ifa
significantitemrequiresactionbeforeCouncilapprovalcanbeobtained, and
theCityManagerdeemsitappropriatetoact, consultationwiththeMayor
andViceMayorwillbeundertakenpriortoaction.  

c. FullCouncilactionisrequirediftheMayororstaff’srecommendedposition
isinconsistentwiththatoftheLeagueofCaliforniaCitiesforStateissuesor
theNationalLeagueofCitiesforFederalissues.  

d. FullCouncilactionisrequiredtosupportoropposeanytypeofgrassroots
advocacyaction, suchassocial, political, oreconomicmovements, thatare
notlegislation.  

3. CouncilmembersrepresentingtheCityonregionalorotherbodiesshouldusetheir
discretionandtakeactionsbasedontheprinciplesabove.  

Page2of3



CITYCOUNCILPOLICY

SUBJECT: POSITIONSONBALLOTMEASURESANDLEGISLATIVE NO.:  A-16
ADVOCACY

4. ThispolicyisnotintendedtolimittheprerogativeofindividualCouncilmembers
fromexpressingtheirindividualsupportfororoppositiontoanylocalmeasure,  
Stateproposition, StateorFederallegislation, orgrassrootsadvocacyactions.   
However, indoingso, themembershouldclearlystatetheyarespeakingfor
themselves, notonbehalfoftheCouncilortheCity.  

Revised:  February26, 2013, ResolutionNo. 17762
Revised:  September12, 2006
EffectiveDate:  July12, 1994, ResolutionNo. 15720
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