
CITYCOUNCIL POLICY

SUBJECT: POSITIONS ONBALLOT MEASURES ANDLEGISLATIVE NO.:  A-16
ADVOCACY

PURPOSE:  

Toestablishapolicygoverning positions onballotmeasuresandStateandFederal
legislative advocacy.  

POLICY:  

1. PositionsonBallotMeasures

a. TheCityCouncil isgenerally discouraged fromtakingapositiononlocalor
Statemeasures/ propositions unlessthemeasure/ proposition:  

i. Woulddirectly impacttheCity’sfinances, responsibilities, legal
authority, oroperations; AND

ii. Themeasure/ proposition hasbeenreferred tostaffforanalysisby
majority voteoftheCityCouncil.  Theguidingprinciples listedin2.a.i
belowshallbeusedtoinformtheCouncil’sconsideration ofwhether to
referameasure/ proposition tostaffforanalysis.  

2. StateandFederalLegislative Advocacy

a. Actionsofsupportoropposition toStateorFederal legislation canbetaken
bytheMayororstaffwithoutCityCouncilapproval, asstaffresources
permit, iftheposition isconsistent withthefollowingguidingprinciples:  

i. Thelegislation:  

a) Woulddirectly impact theCity’sfinances, responsibilities, legal
authority, oroperations, orasignificant portionoftheresidential or
business community ofMountain Viewthatcould, inturn, impact
Citygovernment finances, responsibilities, legalauthority, or
operations; AND

b) Isintended toprotectorincrease localrevenues; OR
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c) Isintended toprotectorincrease localcontrol; OR

d) Isintended toprotectorincreasefundingorotherwisebenefit
specificprograms orservicesutilizedinMountainView; OR

e) Isopposing anunfunded mandate; OR

f) Isconsistent withexistingCitypolicy, pastaction, orcurrentCity
Councilmajorgoals; AND

g) Hasbeenreviewed bytheCityManagerorhis/herdesignee.  

b. FullCouncilactionisrequired regarding legislation thatisnotclearlywithin
theguidingprinciples above.  Anexception tothisruleisthefollowing:  ifa
significant itemrequiresactionbeforeCouncilapprovalcanbeobtained, and
theCityManager deemsitappropriate toact, consultation withtheMayor
andViceMayorwillbeundertaken priortoaction.  

c. FullCouncilactionisrequired iftheMayororstaff’srecommended position
isinconsistent withthatoftheLeagueofCalifornia CitiesforStateissuesor
theNational LeagueofCitiesforFederal issues.  

d. FullCouncil actionisrequiredtosupportoropposeanytypeofgrassroots
advocacy action, suchassocial, political, oreconomic movements, thatare
notlegislation.  

3. Councilmembers representing theCityonregionalorotherbodiesshouldusetheir
discretionandtakeactionsbasedontheprinciples above.  
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4. Thispolicy isnotintendedtolimittheprerogative ofindividual Councilmembers
fromexpressing their individual support fororopposition toanylocalmeasure,  
Stateproposition, StateorFederal legislation, orgrassroots advocacyactions.   
However, indoingso, themembershouldclearlystatetheyarespeaking for
themselves, notonbehalfoftheCouncilortheCity.  

Revised:  February 26, 2013, Resolution No. 17762
Revised:  September 12, 2006
EffectiveDate:  July12, 1994, Resolution No. 15720
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