
 

THE EVICTION PROCESS 
 
 

Eviction for non-payment of rent Eviction for other causes 
 
 

Serve 3-Day Notice to Pay Rent or Quit Serve 30- or 60- Day Notice to Quit 
 
 

Tenant pays 
or vacates 

Tenant does not pay 
and does not vacate 

Tenant does 
not vacate 

Tenant 
vacates 

 
 

File Complaint in Unlawful Detainer 
 
 

Serve complaint on 
Tenant in person 

+ 5 days to answer 

Serve complaint on Tenant 
by posting and mailing 

+ 10 days to answer 

Serve complaint on 
other occupant and by 

mail + 10 days 
 
 
 

Tenant files an answer 
and does not vacate 

Tenant does not file an answer and 
does not vacate 

 
Tenant vacates 

 
 

File memorandum to set 
case for trial 

File request for entry of default, 
clerk’s judgment and writ 

 
 

Get trial date. 
Prepare for trial 

 
 

Appear at trial, obtain court 
judgment and writ 

 
Deliver writ to Sheriff 

 
 

Sheriff sets eviction date, 
serves writ on Tenant, and 

evicts Tenant 
 
 
 

Client meets with Sheriff and 
a locksmith at the property 

to obtain possession 
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