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RECOMMENDATION

Approve updates to the City of Mountain View Sanitary Sewer Management Plan as required by
the State Water Resources Control Board.

BACKGROUND

The Public Works Department maintains and operates the City of Mountain View (City) sanitary
sewer system and maintains records of sanitary sewer spills. To provide a consistent, statewide
regulatory approach to address sanitary sewer spills, the State Water Resources Control Board
(Water Board) adopted Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements for Sanitary Sewer
Systems, Water Quality Order No. 2022-0103-DWQ (Sanitary Sewer Systems General Order), on
December 6, 2022. Among other requirements, the Sanitary Sewer Systems General Order
requires public agencies that own or operate sanitary sewer systems greater than one mile in
length to develop and implement sewer system management plans (SSMPs). SSMPs establish
the methods and programs to meet certain goals pertaining to the effective operation of sewer
collection systems, including:

] Properly manage, operate, and maintain all parts of the sewer system;
J Reduce and prevent spills; and
. Contain and mitigate spills that do occur.

The Public Works Department prepared, and City Council approved, the City’s original SSMP in
2008. It has been updated periodically to reflect organization changes, collection system master
plan updates, changes in regulatory requirements, and other relevant changes with the last major
update in 2018.

ANALYSIS

The Water Board’s 2022 Sanitary Sewer Systems General Order included regulatory requirement
updates. These include updated sanitary sewer spill category classifications, new requirements


https://mountainview.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3536968&GUID=ACEB4E1C-6CBA-4AEA-BECA-5F4800120A19&Options=&Search=
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for Legally Responsible Officials, revised timelines for SSMP updates and audits, and more
prescriptive sewer system evaluation and capital improvement implementation plans. However,
most of the changed requirements are attributed to reporting requirements and regulatory
deadlines, which are already reflected in the City’s current wastewater programs and operations.

The updated 2025 SSMP addresses the regulatory elements from the Water Board 2022 Sanitary
Sewer Systems General Order. The most significant update to the SSMP is the reorganization of
the report to address the new guidelines (see Attachment 1 for the SSMP Update).

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact associated with the recommended action. The City’s wastewater system
maintenance activities and projects are fully funded in the Public Works Department’s operating
budget and the City’s Capital Improvement Program through Wastewater Funds and Wastewater
Capacity Fees.

LEVINE ACT

California Government Code Section 84308 (also known as the Levine Act) prohibits city officials
from participating in any proceeding involving a “license, permit, or other entitlement for use” if
the official has received a campaign contribution exceeding $500 from a party, participant, or
agent of a party or participant within the last 12 months. The Levine Act is intended to prevent
financial influence on decisions that affect specific, identifiable persons or participants. For more
information see the Fair Political Practices Commission website: www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/pay-to-
play-limits-and-prohibitions.html

Please see below for information about whether the recommended action for this agenda item
is subject to or exempt from the Levine Act.

EXEMPT FROM THE LEVINE ACT
General policy and legislative actions

ALTERNATIVES

1. Do not approve the SSMP changes and provide alternative direction to staff.

2. Provide other direction.


http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/pay-to-play-limits-and-prohibitions.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/pay-to-play-limits-and-prohibitions.html
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Attachment: 1.  City of Mountain View 2025 Sanitary Sewer Management Plan Update



